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Polgat - largest textile exporter in Israel. 1979 exports amounted to 45 million dollars. 


POLGAT ENTERPRISES' 

EXPORTS 
GREW WITH US. 


Polgat's exports increased sevenfold 
in the past seven years: from 6.6 million 
dollars in 1972 to 46 million dollars 
in 1979. 

Polgat Enterprises exports a variety 
of textile products - from yarn to high 
fashion clothes for men and women - 
to Europe and the U.S.A. 

In order to achieve such results, a 
company needs more than original 
ideas and professional skills; it needs 
economic resources and financial 
services as well, 

Polgat found these at Bank Hapoalim. 


COME. GROW WITH US. 


Bank Hapoalim 


B 


lr , 

•7 j'C- •' •■ ; ' v 



















>X »' > * »• 

' I • - 1 



























TOURISM BRINGS PEACE 


OUR FIRST 
ANNIVERSARY 






On the 7th of June, 1979, we received our 1st Israeli tourist 

...and thousands followed. 
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nRClDlNG TO OO la uaunliy the 

Part- 0ne ' s moUv08 7"’ 

5"m be complicated - perhaps a 
Sure of curiosity (Egypt and the 
nvramids are there, after all) ; 
Search (one's Jewish roots, if one 
5 ta be serious, extend beyond the 
last bunch of Nobel Prize-winners) ; 
'ambivalence (do wc really want 
neftce?); disbelief (you mean they 
S peace?): jaded libido (tassel- 
tossing bints); financial horse- 
« nB e (Egypt could be the cheapest 
»P«o» available to 
Israelis); advonturousncBS (any 
fool can go — the trick is to return 
in one ploce), and so on. , 

No matter how complicated one a 
reasons, however, they will appear 
simple compared to the difficulties 
of getting a visa, getting past im- 
migration and customs, finding a 
decent hotel, getting n call through 
to Israel, getting anything on time. 

The bureaucratic runaround is so 
frustrating that one does not have 
to be paranoid to conclude that 
visitors are not roally wanted in 
Egypt. For Israelis, their first con- 
tact with the Egyptian way of doing 
things comes at the consulate in the 
Tel Aviv Hilton, which is open only 
from 9 a.m. to 11 a.m. Sunday 
through Thursday and where 
queues sometimes start forming at 
5 a.m. Those who travel overland 
will have the misfortune of having 
to contend with tho "system" at El 
Arish, where an excess of officials 
has resulted in a complicated 
procedure that keeps as many of 
them as busy as possible for as long 
ss possible. For Instance, I was 
made to wait for more than four 
hours although I had a valid visa 
and a perfectly good passport. I 
heard of people who had been kept 
there a day or two, and of others 
who had been sent back, also for no 
good reason. The moment there Is 
any query about your documents, 
El Arish has to ring the Department 
of Immigration and tho General 
Investigation Department in Cairo. 
Multiply the number of officials 
who dlsouss the caso In El Arish by 
the average time each one spends 
on the phone to Cairo and you have 
the time it will take to let you 
through. The soonest anyone can 
expect to get past the obstacle 
course Is about an hour. And then 
the hassle begins of finding a way to 
the Suez Canal and across to Cairo, 
and — if you haven't made a prior 
reservation — - booking in at a 
suitable hotel. 







An inUiHiurtHHi 



A village between Memphis and Safefeara- 


(Nowltz) 


ALTHOUGH THE SYSTEM they 
perpetuate is a orazy one, Egyptian 
officials aro seldom malicious as in- 
dividuals. Like their countrymen on 
both aides of. the Canal, they are 
usually pollto and, woll, sweet and 
humble, for lack of hotter words. 
For me the most impressive aspect 
of tho country was tho unaffected 
pleasantness of tho people. I often 
found myself overwhelmed and at a 
loss as to how to react to unex- 
pected generosity and affection. It 
Is of course possiblo to dismiss holp- 
fulnesa ns nothing more than obse- 
quiousness; on the other hand one 
could argue that even obse- 
quiousness is proferablo to the con- 
stant dash of ogos that passes for 
civilized conduct elaowhere. 

What of the country itself, this ex- 
citing and exasperating, romantic 
■ and backward land of 42 million, in- 
creasing at a rate of a million a 
year? Egypt covers an area, of 


their country and anxlouB that you 
should bo Impressed by it, perhaps 
to the extent of falling in love with 
it, and the information they dis- 
seminate is not always accurate. 
Ono hears a lot about various land 
reclamation Bohemes that were im- 
plemented after the 1052 revolution 
that saw the abdication of Farouk, 
and about grandiose housing 
rcnowal schemes for Cairo s 
countless poor. Bread, you are told, 
costs one piastre (about one-and-a- 
hRlf-cents) a loaf. Vegetables are 
cheap. 


waist up. jogging through the an- 
cient sites with beer cans in their 
hands. For the WeBt the marriage 
of convenience between the descen- 
dants of the pharaohs (and the 
TurkB, Arabs and Kurds, etc.) and 
Uncle Sam's pride and Joy is un- 
doubtedly a Good Thing. But one 
cannot help wondering how it will 
look against the eternal sands that 
constitute historical perspective in 
the Land of the Nile. 
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1,002,000 sq.km., only 8 per cent of 
which Is cultivable. It Is bounded by 
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Libya to the WQBt, Israel and the 
Red Bea to the east, the Mediterra- 
nean to the north, and Sudan to tho 
south. The country may be divided 
into four major physical regions : 
the Nile Valley and Delta; the 
Western and Southern Desert; the 
Eastern Desert; Sinai. Visitors to 
Egypt will bq concerned mainly 
with the first region, where pr ac- 
tio ally all the fertile land is to be 
round. Where the green ends, the 
desert begins — there is no gradual 
transition from cultivated . land to 
barren desert. From the air the 
appearance is that of a long, 
narrow opals or green snake on an 
enormouB beige sandpit. ■ 

Egyptian ' guides are proud of 


DESPITE EGYPT'S post-Camp 
David alienation in the Arab world. 
Cairo is still tho political centre of 
tho Middle East: It is also the in- 
tellectual centre of Islam. Thera is 
a constant contradiction and ten- 
slon’hore as in other Islamic coun- 
tries between tradition and moder- 
nity. In the streets of the capital 
and of Alexandria. Western drew 
scorns to predominate (albeit m 
ram, loom ol tho 1940.1, 
though gal a hi aha — tunics like 
ankle-length shirts — aro also much 
in evidence. On the surface women 
are much more, "modern and 
"liberated" than one might expect. 
They work, they drive, some even 
go out alone. And they still have a 
long way to go if they want to catch 
up with tholr Western rtstcra. 

But the population explosion Is 
tho biggest problem. Conversations 
keep turning to it, returning to it, 
obsessively. Birth control clinics 
exist in overy village — tnc 
problem is not in the ^® re . 

peoble are .more aware of the s tua 
Son Nonetheless, a wealthy 
businessman I kn f w 
passersby in the streete of Cairo 
and urgos family planning. He 
himself has two cWldreni farrnBrs 
apparently cannot bave too many 
m thev help them work the land. 

Another source of potential trou- 
ble for Sadat are Egypt s new 
friends and protec tore: j^w-cut U.S. 
servicemen, stripped from the 


A (VERY) BRIEF HISTORY 
IT IS FUTILE to attempt to convey 
six thousand years of histoi-y in a 
few hundred words; and it will be 
argued that an outline of the main 
periods and events can only be 
more confusing than helpful. 
Nonetheless, here goes. 

In the beginning, or thereabouts, 
wae the Ancient Period. Most 
authorities divide this up into: 
Prehistoric Age: Archaic Period; 
Old Kingdom (8000-2700 BCE)! 
First Intermediate Period; Middle 
Kingdom; End of the Middle 
Kingdom and the Second 
Intermediate Period; New Em- 
pire: Libyan Dynasties and the 
Cushites (Ethiopians); 8aites; and 
the Persian Period (525-382 BCE). 

When Alexander the Great con- 
□uered Egypt, he ushered in the 
Gmeco-noman Period (882 BCE- 
306 CE) . The Byzantine Period was 
next (395-840 CE). And then came 
the Islamic Period which saw the 
Moslem conquest; Egypt U u ?? e 1 f 
Omayyad and Abbasld Caliphate, 
tho Tulunld Secession; an Egyptian 
Caliphate; the Fatlmids; the 
Crusaders; Mameluke rule; and 
the Ottoman Period. 

The Modern Period, which began 
towards the end of the 18th century, 
comprises the French occupation; 
years of anarchy; the era of 


Muhammad All; Abbas I and Said 
(1848-68) ; Ismail (1863-79; he open- 
ed the Suez Canal in 1869 and later 
sold his shares to Britain for £4m. ) ; 
the first nationalist movement; 
British occupation; Abbas II (1892- 
1914); the British Protectorate; 
Ahmed Fuad’s ascension to the 
throne (1922) and Egypt's declara- 
tion of independence; Farouk I s 
ascension to the throne (1B3B); 
World War II; anti-British 
agitation; the 1948 war against 
Israel; the "Free Officers" coup 
(1952) — Mohammed Neguib and 
agrarian reform ; abolition of 
monarchy (1963) and Egypt 
declared a republic; Gamal Abdal 
Nasser takes over (1904) ; the Suez 
Crisis (1988); formation of United 
Arab Republic (union botwoen 
Egypt and Syria, 1968; lasts until 
1981); the Juno 1987 war: Nasser's 
death (1970) ; Anwar el-Sadat and 
the October 1973 war; peace with 
Israel (1979). 


This guide to Egypt was 
written and compiled by 1 
Alec Israel. Layout by 
Bernle Bernlker. • 


MOST OF THE sites around which 
visitors nre shown — and moat of 
the objects in the Egyptian 
Museum — date from the Ancient 
Period. 

The traditional division of the 
country into Upper Egypt ^ho 
southern region, e *L 8en “®H y 
African) and Lower Egypt (the 
Delta, influenced by Western 
Aslans and Libyans) dates to 
prehistorlo times. 

y The Old Kingdom <c> 3000-2270 
BCE) was the time of the iat-8th 
Dynasties (the 1st and 2nd 
Dvnasties are also referred to as 
the Archaic Period). Menes united 
Upper and Lower Egypt into a 
kingdom, which he ruled. He es- 
tablished Memphis as the capital. 
The first pyramid (the Step 
Pyramid) was built at Sakkara 
around 2700 BCE. The pyramids at- 
irlbuted to Cheops (KhuCu), 
Chephren (Khafre) and Mycerlnua 
(Menkaure) are believed to have 
been constructed between 2600-2200 
BCE, during the 4th, 5th and 8th 


Dynasties whon the power of tho 
pharaohs was at its greatest. The 
concessions they made to feudal 
nobility led to the collapse of the 
Old Kingdom. 

During the First Intermediate 
Period (2270-2100 BCE) Theban 
princes (of the 7th-10th Dynasties) 
succeeded in reuniting the country. 

The Middle Kingdom lasted from 
2100-1700 BCE and included the 
Uth-i3th Dynasties. Thebes (Luxor 
— Karnak todayi became the 
capital of the country; the arts 
flourished and a great doal of im- 
pressive architectural and sculp- 
tural work waa done, as tho remain- 
ing ruins testify. 

The period from 1700-3055 BCE 
was one of decline. The Hyksos 
(shepherd kings from Asia Minor) 
Invaded the country, introducing 
the horse and the war-chariot. They 
ruled for a century and a half until 
driven out by Ahmose (c. 3550) , who 
reunited Egypt. 

The New Kingdom (18th-20th 
Dynasties) or New Empire (this 
waa a time of territorial conquest) 
laated from I860 to 1090 BCE. 
Thebea waa the centre of the great 
power that Egypt had become. 

The greater proportion of the 
pharaohs who became household 
names reigned between 1525 and 
3090 BCE. Tuthmosis I and III con- 
quered Nubia and Syria between 
1025 and 1448. Amenhotep the I V's 
dates are 1381-1340. He waa married 
to Nefertiti and changetThls name 
to Akhnaton (Spirit of the Sun) 
when he broke from the religion of 
Amun and substituted a cult of sun 
worship that some maintain was 
the origin of monotheism. 

Tutankhaton (1833-1826 BCE) 
restored the cult of Amun and 
renamed himself Tutankhamun 
(this is the King Tut whose tomb in 
tho Valley of the Kings waa sup- 
posedly cursed). 

The period of the Ramesaldoa 
stretched from 1808 to 1090 BCE. 
The best known is Rameses II who 
Is associated — some say 
erroneously — with Moses and the 
Exodus. He reigned for 87 years 
, and left a large number of statues 
and inscriptions around, which edn 
I still be seen from Abu Simbei to 
Cairo. 

p The 21st- 26th Dynasties ruled 

during The Late Age (1090-525 
BCE). The noteworthy figure from 
this period IS Shoshonk I (980 BCE). 

: He is the "Shishak" ol l Kings 14,25 

a who took Jerusalem and despoiled 
the Templo. 

s During the Persian domination 

• (026-332 BCE) Darius completed a 

h canal linking the Nile to the Red 
it Sea. 

p • The Greek period saw the foun- 
d ding of Alexandria ; after the death 
,f of Cleopatra In 30 BCE, Egypt 
it became a Roman province. Vespa- 
il sian was made emperor in 09 CE. 

IZ Christianity became a popular 
id religion throughout Egypt, 
m With the division of the Roman 
III Empire In 395 CE. Egypt fell under 
■ 8 the Eastern Emperor. The Byean- 
id tine Period lasted until Amr Ibn A1 
th As conquered the country in 640, 
and repressed Christianity in the 
name of the Prophet Mohammed, 
uh (His capttal, Fasten. Is today part 
of of Cairo, which was founded In 969 
in bv Jauhar. The mosque Ibn A1 As 
nt bililt in 642 — the first in the country 
— still stands.) 

he 1171 CE was when Saladin con- 
ho quered Syria and Palestine, 
ly Mameluke rule began with Malik al 
he Salih 11240-40), who defeated the 
rn army of the 8th Crusade and con- 
to quered Jerusalem. He forced Jews 
to wear yellow outfits and walk 
270 around with a heavy ball tied 
Jth around the neck, 
nd Napoleon conquered Alexandria 

as in 1708 and within a year establish- 
ted ed a precarious hold over the rest of 
i a the country. The French army 
es- remained In Egypt for about three 
tal. years. 

lep This brings us to Muhammad All. 

ara founder of the last Egyptian Dynas- 
i at- ly (which ended with. King Farouk) 
u), H*nd acknowledged "creator” of 
nus Modem Egypt. All was a Turk 
av e who proved to be good for both 
2200 Egvpt and the Jews. He took con- 
8th troi in 1803 and ruled until 1848. D 
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FLY NEFERTITI AVIATION 
Flying twice a week at convenient times : 

Sundays and Wednesdays 
Departing Cairo 945 -Arriving Tel Aviv 11=00 
Departing Tel Avivll : 45-Arriving Cairo 13=00 

See yout travel agent for more information about Israel or 

ns fertitf aviation 

EoJnS T a r fo Q i; uT;u !S^ a : f Atarim] 122. Tel Aviv, Tel : 281 914. 

OR.180301, Tlx: 93698 EMECO UN 
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VISAS 

The Egyptian Consulate at the 
Tel Aviv Hilton Is open between 9 
a.m.-ll a.m. Sun.-Thura. Come at 
least a couple of hours early If you 
want to be sure of getting In. 

Visas coat IS12 plus $2 (It has to 
be In American currency!. They 
also want two passport 
photographs. 

Tourists who arrive In Cairo by 
plane can purchase a visa at the 
airport. If you don’t havo the 
stamina to contend with super- 
bureaucratic procedures at the air- 
port. get your visa before you leave. 
It might save you having to take the 
next plane back. 

Everyone entering Egypt must 
register with the Interior Ministry 
or at a police station within seven 
days of arrival. Make sure your 
hotel does this for you. 


Lilting there 


plane leaves Cairo for Ben-Qurlon 
Airport at 9.45 a.m. and arrives at 
11 a.m. The same plane leaves for 
Cairo at 12 noon and arrives at 1.15 


CURRENCY 

Visitors who are not on a package 
tour are obliged to change Wj Q at 
the El Artah border post or at Cairo 
Airport. But I know many people 
who were allowed through although 
they hadn’t changed the full 
amount. Still it’s beat to have at 
least $100 with you.. If you want to 
change Egyptian currency back 
Into dollars on departure, you have 
to produce bank slips proving that 
you spent a minimum of $20 during 
each day of your stay. You have to 
pay three Egyptian pounds (EL8) 
border tax whan you leave the coun- 
try. (There aro 100 piastres to the 
pound; 08 piastres equal one dollar 
— some shops In Cnlro will give you 
75 or so piastres for a dollar.) 


p.m- 

El A1 Israel Airlines fly the same 
route on Mondays and Thursdays 
(also Tuesdays from July). The 
Bcn*Gurion -Cairo flight departs at 
7 p.m. and arrives 1 hr. 10 mm. 
later. The return flight takes off at 
0.50 p.m. and arrives at Ben-Qurlon 

at 11 pm. . 

The flight costs $85 one way. $170 

return . 

On purchasing tickets starting 
Cairo, passengers pay a fiscal tax 

On arrival. If you’re not being 
met. vou must first change money, 
then stand in line for a visa, find 
your luggage, go through oustoma, 
and so forth. Although baksheesh is 


the name of the game here, don't 
make the mistake of trying to bribe 
officials. 

The Emeco Agency (which Is con- 
nected with VIP in Tel Aviv) 
chnrge $24 per couple to get them 
through the airport formalities and 
into town. ■ 

In Cairo both airlines tend to 
oversell tickets, so drop in and 
perhaps keep phoning to chock that 
you’re on the list. 

The duty-free shop at Cairo Air- 
port is cheaper than the one at Ben- 
Gurion Airport. * 

An encouraging note: Pilots have 
long maintained that Cairo s la the 
most dangerous airport In the 
world. 


THE OVERLAND ROUTE (See 
“Pnckage Tours”) 

The Neot Sinai and El Arlan 


border posts close at 4 p.m. and do 
not open at all on EYld&ys and 
Satui-daya. 

An Egged bus (382) leaves Tel 
Aviv for Neot Sinai at 11 a.m. Sun- 
day through Thursday and gets to 
the border at about S p.m. This 
hardly gives you enough time to get 
through the Israeli side, let alone 
iho Egyptian side. The ticket costs 
IS24. Try to avoid going on Thurs- 
day because if anything goes wrong 
you might find yourself spending 
the weekend at the border or retur- 
ning home. 

There are sheruts from 
Jerusalem (Damascus date) and 
Tel Aviv. The coat from Jerusalem 
is about IS40, and from Tel Aviv 
about 1830. A group of four or five 
should bo able to hire a sherut at 
Damascus Gate for around 18150. 
Those travelling alone might take a 


sherut from Jerusalem to Gaza for 
IS10, another sherut from there to 
Ro fiah for IS2.50, and a ••sgeclal" 
taxi to the border fof IS2Q. 

On vour return, you’ll find many 
sheruts at Neot Sinai; they go to 
various cities und fill up rapidly. 
There are no standard prices. 

The bus front Neot Sinai to the 
Egyptian border costs 50 piastres. 

On the Egyptian aide, a cab to the 
taxi station at El Arlah (about 3 
kilometres away) costs from 10 to 
25 piastres. At the bud station, there 
are shoruls to Ismalllya, Kantara, 
Cairo and other cities. A taxi to 
Kantara costs ELI .60. The last stop 
is the Suez Canal, where a ferry 
takes vou across for 6 piastres or 
free. Although the ferry is fairly 
regular, you may have to wait more 
than half an hour for it. 

On the other side you may find a 
sherut to Cairo or you may have to 
walk or take a taxi to the taxi atop 
hair a kilometre away, where you'll 
find a sherut to the capital for 
ELI. 50. These sheruts fill up rapid- 
ly. The trip from here to downtown 
Cairo takes about five hours.. There 
is also a train from Kantara to 
Cairo for 50 piastres. El Arish to 
Cairo takes seven or eight hours by 


(Below) ■» Delta .cm. (Rubtoger). (Above) A ferry .bout to orow (I). 


Suez Canal (Lobe)!). 


HEALTH REGULATIONS 
The printed regulations stipulate 
that tourists on arrival In Egypt 
should havo valid smallpox (and 
depending on their country of 
origin, yellow fevor and cholera) 
vaccination certificates. But no one 
ever asks for them. 
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HEALTH HINTS) 

Take out health insurance (and 
Insure your luggage) before you 
leave. Your travel agent should be 
able to nrrangc this for you. 

Malaria has supposedly been 
wiped out In Egypt, but the mos- 
quitoes are atlll a nuisance. A tubo 
of mosquito repellent will always 
useful, especially In Upper 

Egypt. ■ 

Bllharzla 1 b a deadly disease and 
It affects an incredible number of 
Egyptians — avoid swimming in 
. rivers, and don’t . so much as dip a 
finger in, irrigation canals or 
meandering streams in the coun- 
tryside, ' 
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The one-lane floating bridge 
across the Canal is lowered once a 
day (except Friday) at about 11 
a.m. or noon for those who’re driv- 
ing their own cars. There are gas 
stations at reasonable Intervals 
along the route. It’s best to fill your 
tank whenever you stop. Also check 
water and oil because of the heat. If 
your car is in dodgy -condition, don’t 
"take it. Insurance and import per- 
mits arc required for all cars that 
aro brought into Egypt. You'll also 
need an International Driver’s 
Licence. Enquiries to MEMSI, 19 
Rehov Petah Tlkva, Tel Aviv (Tel. 
03-822961 > , or 33 Rehov Yafo. 
Jerusalem (Tel. 02-2224211. 

■ Take food and water if you’re go- 
ing overland, as it can take more 
than 12 hours to get to your destlna- 

There Is a mobile kiosk at Noot 
Sinai where you can buy cold 
drinks, chocolates, and so on. 

There is a cafe with a few chairs 
under umbrellas at the Egyptian 
border compound. (The toilets are 
grotty _ use the ones on the Israeli 
side.) , 

El-Arlsh has restaurants and 
other watering holes. 

You cannot take fruit and 
vegetables across either border — 
sandwiches and dried fruit are OK. 










FLYING TO EdYPT 

(S se, also “Package Tours”) . 

I Nofertitt (Egyptian) Airlines fly 
between Egypt and Israel: on Sun- 
. days and Wednesdays. (From July, 
they will add a Friday flight.) A 




PACKAGE TOUnS 
VIP Tours 1 130 Hayarkon St.. Tel 
Aviv. Tel. 03-242181-2) have buaeB 
that leave Sundays both ways. They 
will get vou from Tel Aviv to Cairo 
and book you in at n bote! for the 
first night. . • „ 

fConlinned overleaf) 
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WITH V.I.P. TRAVEL AND TOURS LTD. 
AND EMECO TRAVEL LTD., CAIRO " 
PIONEERS AND EXPERTS IN TOURISM BETWEEN 
ISRAEL AND EGYPT. 

FOR YOUR HOLIDAY OF A LIFETIME CONTACT: 1 
V.j.P. TRAVEL AND TOURS LTD., 

TEL AVIV - 130 HAYARKON ST.,.T£L( 242181/2 
JERUSALEM -3 BEN SIRA ST., TEL: 224451 

EMECO TRAVEL LTD,, CAfIJO 
2 TAALAT EL HARB,TEL: 31840, TELEX: 93688 
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Cairo's Central Bus Station, uHfA the Egyptian Museum In the background. 


(Continued from page Si 

The air-condllionod bus ride that 
VIP organizes from Tel Aviv coats 
$35 ($70 return; payable In Israeli 
currency'). 

A hotel reservation costs $20 (for 
the telex to confirm the booking} 
plus whatever the hotel they choose 
charges for the night (usually about 
$30). 

For about $85, then, VIP will get 
you from Tel Aviv to Cairo and into 
a hotel the first night, thus relieving 
you of the bother of having to 
organize each step on your own. 
The best argument I heard for 
travelling this way is that the for- 
malities at the border can delay 
arrival time In Cairo by several 
hours, and If you don't have a reser- 
vation you have to start hunting 
around for a hotel In the middle of 
the night after an exhausting trip. 

The return ticket from Cairo (if 
purchased at VIP’s sister agency, 
Emeco. at 3 Talaat Harb St.. Tel. 
747399-748026) costs $46 — $10 more 
than in Tel Aviv. The owner of 
Emeco is Elhamy Elzayat, and ir 
you're ever stranded he's a good 
person to ask for. 

VIP have a resident represen- 
tative in Cairo and agents In all the 
main Egyptian tourist centres. 
They offer 4/6-day ($840) and 8-day 
($690-$6BO) paokage tours by air or 
by land or by air and land ; they also 
offer optional tours for those who do 
not wish to be tied to a specific 
package. The main sites In Cairo, 


Luxor nnd Aswnn aro covered In 
the 8-day package; you may take 
an optional tour to Alexandria. 

As the plonecrB In Israel-Egypt 
travel, they have already ex- 
perienced most of the problems 
that are likely to arise. In order to 
get around the language difficulties 
some Israelis have, they are bring- 
ing Egyptian guides to learn 
Hebrew In an ulpan. VIP also 
provide business contacts and 
secretarial services In Egypt. 

As well ns arranging Nile cruises 
on steamboats from Luxor to 
Aswan (3 nights and 4 days, for 
$640 ) , the company organizes yacht 
trips for sm all groups (of at least 
eight people) who wish to sail from 
Tel Aviv to Port Said. The B-day 
round trip by yacht costs $600 por 
person and Includes hotel accom- 
modation on land and sightseeing 
tours. In winter, the Nile cruise from 
Luxor to Aswan and back lasts for 7 
nights and costs $800, 

The man to spoak to at VIP Is 
Walter Arblb. He brought the first 
group of (41) Egyptian Jews to 
Israel at his company’s expense, 
and Is seeing to It that one hotel at 
least sorves kosher food in Cairo. 

Another Israeli company that 
advortlses package tours to Egypt 
Is Hello Tours In Tel Aviv (Tel. 03- 
241342). Thoy offer an 8-day 
Cairo /Luxor/ As wan package for 
$716, which of course Includes air 
fareB nnd tours. 

THE BORDER CROSSING 


is 


almost always a frustrating, Id- 
furlating experience. 

Wlmt takes time Is Immigration 
on the Egyptian side when you're 
going in, and customs on the Israeli 
side when you return. 

The majority of the Egyptian of- 
ficials tend to be law graduates who 
for unc reason or another joined Im- 
migration or police. Sometimei 
they gnt bored; other times they’re 
over-conscientious. They're on the 
lookout for irregularities — of an? 
sort. If there is any question about 
the validity of your travel 
documonts. fly — don't go overland. 

The one Israeli immigration of- 
ficial in Ncot Sinai when I crossed 
in May was more efficient than his 
20 counterparts on the other side. 

Unfortunately, the same cannot 
be said for Israeli customs. It look 
them three hours to clear our bin, 
which had only 20 passengers. 
"Security” was the holy cow In 
whose name Wo were peddled so 
much bull hero. The ‘'system" 
demanded that we sit on benches In 
n large hall and wait until we were 
sum monad. Our bags were opened 
twice. Everything was thrown out 
and left on a counter. Personal 
effects were X-rayed dospUe the 
objections of the owners. Ordinary 
holiday run kers wore made to feel 
like criminals at best and terronsu 
at worst. And the commanding of- 
floor at the site was not above In- 
sulting people in Hebrew when he 
thought thoy didn't understand. □ 


Miscellaneous 


information 


ACCOMMODATION. The prices 
quoted in this ■ supplement were 
taken from Egyptian Ministry of 
Tourism publications and aro nof 
always reliable. JThey should be 
used only as a rough guide. They do 
not Include meals, servloe charges, 
etc. 

: Egyptian hotels arb divided Into 
five categories: LUxury (6 stars); 
1st Clads A (4 styrS) 1 ; 1st Class B (3 
stars) ; 2nd Class A (2 stars) ; 2nd 
Class B (l star). 

Breakfast costs from 80 piastres 
to ELi.20. Lunch and dinner (U you 
keep to the fixed menu) dost 
between IL2 and ILB maximum' tin 
the. luxury hotels). - . 

Unless you're staying id a first- 
- class establishment, make, sure 
bofore you check In that the room 


AMERICAN EXPRESS havo their 
office in the Nile Hilton. 


BAKSHEESH (see "Tipping"). 


BANKS in the Sheraton and other 
large hotels are open 24 hours a 
day, seven days a week. Get a bank 
slip for the money you change — 
this will be useful .when you leave 
;and want to exchange Egyptian 
currency for dollars or whatever. 
Change, only as much as 'you need. 


However, If you'vo misplaced/^ 
copy of the Protocols of the EWi 
nfZUm you shouldn't have too 
trouble finding another her*. 

The Jerusalem Poe Mssol<i*n»“ 
Sheraton and other large *J, t 
The local Bgypttant 
really tell you much about wn^ 
happening In Egypt (° r anjrw 
else). 

BUDGET TRAVEL, The rtf <j» J 

faro to Egypt <rom J"» ft £ po uible 
For tho same amount It » P 0 ?"!.. 4 



(Left) The view from the restaurant of 


crowded during rush hours. The 
stories about people hanging out of 
the buses are true. All buses have 
their rear doors removed or per- 
manently open. Jumping on and off 
moving buses and hanging out of 
the rear door seems to be 
something the young men do, 
whether the bus Is full or not. in 
Cairo, you never feel that the bus 
driver Is a frustrated Stirling Moss. 
You don’t pay when you get on — a 
collector squeezes through the bufl 
collecting fares (2-4 piastres). Have 
small change ready. Find out 
before you get on how many stops It 
Is to where you want to go. It will 
help If Arabic numerals mean 
anything to you. The bus ride to the 
Giza Pyramids from the Central 
Bus Station behind the Hilton costs 
4 piastres. 


I Be low) A floats taxi that oroe.ee »• Nile fiom H » 

can cost between 20-28 piastres and 
EL1.60 (maximum), depending cm 
whero you catch the cab. Some 
visitors insist that the driver turn 
his meter on, and threaten to take 
another cab If ho doesn't. 


capital’s Roda Island . iLobell) 


the moon were probably bettor. A 3- 
mlnuln call from the Sheraton costs 
ELlfl.80; from my travel agent It 
cost EL9. For some people the 
worst part Rbout being In Egypt is 
the feeling they have of being cut 
off from Immediate contact with 
the rest of the world. 


FILM. In Cairo, EL3 for a roll of 36 
nim. 36-framc Agfacolor film is 
reasonable. A roll of 20-frame 
Kodacolov ASA 100 COBtS EL2.86. 


free. Sec the end of the Cairo sec- 
tion for the addresses of the other 
Tourist Information Offices. 


CREDIT CARDS are not very 
useful here as only the large hotels 
and a very small number of shops 
accept them. 


THE ISRAEL EMBASSY is on 
Mohleddln Abu El Ezz Street in 
Dokki. not far from the Sheraton 
Hotel. Phone: 7014B9, 7001B8, 702408, 
708258. 


COMMUNICATIONS. Phones arc 
not what they could be v to say the 
least. It Is sometimes easier to call 
another country than to get a local 
number. It coats 25 piastres to ring 
from on hotel, 6 piastres from a 
kiosk. 

P/umlnp Israel. The Sheraton and 
Mcridlen hotels supposedly have 
direct lines, though I never used 
them. Calls to Israel are usually by 
radio; It can take hours to got 
through; the quality of a radio call 
Is usually very bad — tho first 
attempts to speak to astronauts on 


DRIVING IN EGYPT. Honking Is 
actually Rgainst the law; 
theoretically, you could be fined 
ELS If caught. But everyone honks 
nil the time and you'll probably find 
yourself doing It too - if only out of 
sheer terror at the behaviour of the 
other rond users. 

At night, drivers are supposed to 
switch off their headlights and use 
only parking lights the moment 
they spot an oncoming car. Bright 
lights nrc switched on again the se- 
cond the other car has passed. This 
procedure is not particularly 
dangerous in the brightly lit central 
streets; but in the stdestreets and 
country roads it results In lights be- 
ing switched on and off constantly 
as the drivers hurtle along long 
stretches in darkness, hooting 
maniacally. Between the honking, 
flicking and swerving, there Un i 
much lime to talk let alone flirt let 
alono avoid jaywalkers. 


TRAINS There are trains to most 
cities and towns. They are probably 
the best way to travel to Upper 
Egypt if you want to see something 
of the country. The stations have 
many gulchets — one each for first, 
second and third class tickets, one 
for bedding, and one for Informa- 
tion. Since the station names are 
written In Arabic and are not an- 
nounced on the train. Inform fellow 
passengers of your destination. 
Book In advance, especially if 
you're going on a long Journey and 
'wnnt n sleeper. 


TIPPING OR BAKSHEESH Is a 
way of life here. Every human tran- 
saction has its price, usually 
negligible. People nrc ready, too 
ready, to provide services, most of 
which you probably do not want, 
"and expect to be paid. Five or 10 
piastres should bo enough for those 
who upen doors for you. carry your 
luggage, hand you a towel In the 
washroom, and so on. These tips 
make a difference, and people ex- 1 
pect tips because their wages aro 
low. You could change one or two 
pounds into 5-piastre pieceB, which 
vou give away like water. 


TRAVEL NECESSITIES. Budget 
hotels usually do not provide towel, 
face cloth, toilet paper, and soap. 
As a matter of travel convenience, 
liquid soap serves as soap, sham- 
poo, and clothing detergent. Take 
mosquito repellant for Upper 
Egvpt. 

For touring the desert antiquities 
lake flashlight, canteen (or bottled 
mineral water), and hat. The 
flashlight la for the many chambers 
In temples and pyramids that are 
inadequately lit or not lit at all. 
Take salt tablets If you perspire 
heavily. Hats are Inexpensive here. 


SOFT DRINKS cost 15, 25, 30 or 40 
piastres or more, depending where 
you buy them and if you oan 
bargain. At Lappas, in downtown 
Cairo, a 7-Up or Cola costs 18 
piastres. 


TAXIS. If you climb into a 
stationary taxi, outside your hotel, 
say. the fare will he four or more 
times higher than if you stop a mov- 
ing ear. An Inner-city fare in Cairo 


THE TOURISM OFFICE Is a run- 
down establishment on 5 Adli St. 
nhe sumo street as the Great 
Synagogue's). Tel. 923857. The ac- 
tual Ministry of Tourism is on Kasr 
el Elnl St., near the central Tanrlr 
Square; this building too Is shabby 
beyond belief, considering that 
tourism is one of the mainstays of 
the economy (along with oil, the 
Suez Canal and remittances sent 
home by Egyptians wording 
overseas). At the Adll address you 
can get a fairly good map of Cairo 


WATER In Cairo la filtered and 
chlorinated and still brown 
sometimes. Residents maintain 
that it's potable; If you have a sen- 
sitive stomach or simply don't like 
the Idea of drinking the water, there 
is alwavs bottled mineral water. A 
large U.5 litre) bottle of Evian 
coats between EL1.15 and ELI .90. 

When you set out on a sightseeing 
trip Intothe desert, take water with 
you. 

Fruits and vegetables, especially 
lettuce, should be washed well. 

There are tourists who drink only 
bottled water nnd eat only tinned 
food. But that la no way to get the 
feel of the country. O 
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BOOKS AND NEWSPAPERS. It Is a 
pleasure to find books that qell for 
tho exact loqal equlvaleht of the 
retail price, recommended by the 

British and American publishers 
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CAIRO « Maar el Qahlra) Is a city 
of nine million built for one-third tho 
number. It sprawls over both banks 
of the Nile and on two Islands, 
Gozlrn and Roda. The centre is 
around. Tahrir Square, within spit- 
ting distance of tho HUton. the 
Egyptian Museum and the three 
main shopping streets — Taiaat 
Hnrb, Knar el Nil and Adli. The 
large, still functioning Shn'are! 
Hashamayim Synagogue is on Adli 
Street. Emeco, the pioneers in 
Egyptlan-Israell travel, are at 3 
Taiaat Harb. The Khan el Khallll 
market Is within (longlshi walking 
distance from the centre. The Great 
Pyramid and the Sphinx are in 
Olza. about 2 Q minutes away by 
cab. There are numerous night 
clubs — with belly-dancers — on the 
road to Giza. Perhaps the best of 
these dancers Is Nagwa Fuad at the 
Sheraton, across the river from the 
Hilton. The Israeli Embassy Is in 
Mohieddln Abu El Ezz Street In 
Dokkl, on the same side of the river 
as the Sheraton. 

It might be an Idea to cheok in at 
an hotel In the centre, acquire a 
good map (the Tourist Office at S 
Adli St. gives one freo), and walk. 
Sightseeing proper should start 
with the Egyptian Museum and go 
on to Include the Sphinx and the 
pyramids, Old Cairo, Islamic Cairo, 
Jewish Cairo, modern Cairo and a 
small whitewashed church in Zol- 
ioun which in time could prove to be 
a greater attraction than the 
pyramids. 

The city's observation tower is a 
unique feature; the large hotel and 
other blacks that rise above the 
rlvef, however, remind one of small 
corners of Bombay and even Paris. 
References to the “Calcutta of the 
Middle East" hardly apply since 
you won’t find bodies littering the 
streets. 

Cairo is also known as "the city of 
a thousand minarets." These 
minarets arc like sharpened pencils 
poised to write in the sky, like 
spears piercing the modest blue 
veil over this teeming Moslem 
African metropolis. At night the 
veil drops to reveal the stars and. 
crescent moon In alt thoir 
brilliance, and Cairo becomes 
beautiful. Everything looks 
different at night, the grime and 
shades of brown disappear under 
the blanket of black; there are two 
colours, mainly — blaok, and the 
yellow of electric lights, with odd 
patches of illuminated green palms 
and the blinking rainbow range of 
neon. The world becomes a 
carpeted gambling room, in which 
the loudest noise is the clicking of 
chips, changing hands. 

OUTSIDE, the constant screech and 
clatter of the city reinforce one'a In- 
itial impression of tho place ae an 
infernal machine , encased, In mud 
and stone and about to collapse Into ' 
the Nile. 

'' Going round a traffic Island one la 
surprised by an Illuminated 
billboard showing Sadat, the rods 
himself, in wise and pensive mood. 
Portraits of Sadat — triumphant in 
military uniform; smiling happily; 
gazing far into the future — are to 
be found throughout the city; they 
are almost as ubiquitous as the 
black arid white cabs that circulate 
like blood cells In the arteries and 
veins or boulevards and streets of 
the city, Llke.Rameses H, whom he 
superficially resembles, Sadat 
seeps tp embody the spirit of his 
coqritry ; like a super storyteller he 
practically brings the daily bustle to ' 
a,hAU whenever he makes one of his ; 
marathon speeches In parliament; 
The humblest kiosk owner turns oh 
his TV set or radio and sits enthral- ■ 
led. listening to every word. . 
Business is neglected. And Sadat 
goes oq, J\nd on. For three Or four : 
hours. And il ls amazing, and a lit- 1 
tie frightening, that so many people 
can be mesmerized so easily. ’ 
Evqry dqy, but- more -noticeably on ! 
Fridays,, pray era from mosques are 
blared through puhllc loudspeakers . 
anti long raws of kneeling men arc 
ip.be found onlho sidewalks, facing 
eajf. praying. Irrelevantly it occurs ■ 
to -one that priest* and pblWfclans 
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The Citadel and Muhammad All Mosque. 


would have a much rougher time if 
people were deaf. 

Being deaf would oertalnly also 
help the tourist have a more plea- 
sant time. You are awakened by the 
hooting of horns — short, nervous, • 
insistent blasts — and you recall 
that they were the last thing you 
hoard before you fell asleep. 

The aity is vital, on the go 24 
hours, a day. Traffic at midnight 
here Is more congested than In Tel 
Aviv during the Friday peak hour. 
It only lets up Tor a couple of hours 
after 2.80 or 3 a.m, The driving Is In- 
sane — sheer anarahy. Sidewalks 
are used as roads by motorcyales 
and cars. There doesn't appear to 
be anyone who’s willing to give way 
io anyone else. It’s a constant game 
of “chicken.". No wander then that 
tho cabs are referred to as “flying 
tombs." ; " 

“Peace good.?’ ’ I coi-nlly asked a 
taxi driver as we zoomed along on- 
an enormous bridge — it could have 
been the 8 October Bridge. He nod- 
?***• Ye »-. Then he said something 
that sounded like “Ten good." 
"Ten good? ’J I asked. 


PA/JB EIGHT 


■ "Ten good," he said. 

"Ten times good?" I persisted, 
still not sure what he meant. 

"No. Thank God, " he articulated, 
slowly. "Thank God.” 

Considering the almost total 
lawlessness on the roads, It must he 
some sort of miracle that there 
aren’t more aocldents. "That’s 
because we’re the best drivers In 
the world," suggested a young 
physlolan- who was showing me 
around. "And the .worst," I put in 
compulsively. ■ 

Working hours are from 8 a.m. to 
1.30 p.m. From 2 to 8 it’s lunch. This 
Is followed by a siesta. If 'Cairenes 
work again It's from 8.30 or 6 to 9 
p.m. Dinner is at 10, and they go- 
to bed late. Those who work two 
Jobs fin hotels at night, say) have to 
keep going on only a couple of 
hours’ steep a day. 

Despite the fact that they have it 
so rough, or perhaps because of it, 
the Egyptians are great joke- 
tellers. Joke: An ignorant guide is 
Showing a group of Amerldans 
around one of the country’s 82. 
pyramids when they come upon two 


(Lobell) 


skulls In an otherwise empty 
chamber. "Whoso are those?" asks 
a tourist. "The first one," replies 
the guide, la Rameaea n when he 
was 12 years old. The second is 
Ramoses II when he was BO." 

Time stood still In the shopping ' 
centre somewhere around the 1940s 
— department stores (Clourol, 
where Farouk shopped and my 
father worked for a few years) and 
restaurants (like the original Crop- 
pi's) must have been very much 
like this during World War II when 
all the troops were here and the air 
wap electric with Intrigue and ex- 
citement. But the walls, surely, 
ware more brightly painted then, • 
the vyaras not so tacky. Alongside’ 
the pastel ’40s facades, you find 
pookets of modernity — the luxury 
hotels. Thee rest comprises the ■ 
mediaeval if not prehistoric ac- 
cretions that the dispossessed call 
home. The differences between rich 
and poor are not merely- glaring 
here,. they aro blinding. So that's It. 
then — constant, unbearable noise, 
homicidal drivers,' pervfcslve 
squalor, a greasy, hellish 
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For in ii ii \- Jews An,* 

1 smells, being in Egypt will? 0,1 

111"’ the reiill/.Mtion offtn Impcwrihk 

di'i'iim. Onre In Eirvnt Bl * 

they cm till mu kc It a point to 2 

I ni veiling in groups that Inni ^ 

bii'iielis, who^enSte'X 
;«mrti- ,, .u» 1 nohy and inbapabA 
etlmg unyniu* -- guides, OtC. 
them anything. 1611 

.-KjH^KK'Nr. ,H AND AROUND 

The Ka.vptliin Museum. Faces Urn 

main l».i« station. Off Tahrir So 
muur Kl.l I, ■.■"".alH.ZSfi; 
« ol e, .lion «>f pharaonic monumH, 
In he world. (The fact that oths 
eiillvetinns exist In tho British 
Museum, jh L . Louvre and elsewhere 
is mill evidence of the plunderln? 

spirit of Westerners.) The museum 

was Ini I II 80 years ago It n 
atrociously lit and badly laid out 
Dull yellow walls outside and In- 
side. Musty, hot in summer. 
Gloomy, macabro atmosphere 
Must of the objects in here, after 
nil, wore found in or around tombs. 
It is strange to hoar Hebrew spoken 
In the corridors. 

There arc two main ways of look- 
ing at the ancient Egyptians. One, 
they believed In a lot of baloney 
(afterlife, etc.) and this Is a lesson 
for us not to believe In paranormal 
rubbish today. Or, two, they 
penetrated the secrets of the uni- 
verse, and If we Interpret their 
symbols correctly we'll come 
closer to understanding the human 
psyche, the divine pattern, 
whatever. Of course there are other 
approaches to the culture; It might 
be salutary to recall Art Historian 
E.H. Gombrlch's dismissive at- 
titude towards the "myth" that the 
hieroglyphs embodied "some 
portentous archetypal wisdom." 

Jewish visitors could perhaps 
look nt ancient Egyptian oivlllu- 
Uon as part of the foundation of 
their own faith — Moses grew up 
and wns educated In this culture; It 
makes ns little sense for JewBtofr 
norc their Egyptian "conncotlon," 
then, ns It does for Christians to Ig- 
nore tho Jewish roots of their faith. 
Akhnalon, for Instance, whose 
religious reforms, ncoording to the 
Jnrfiricn, only "superficially 
resembled the introduction of 
monotheism." worshipped a solar 
doity, Aton. One needn’t he a 
philologist to guess at the link with 
the Hebrew Adonal. Maimohides 
Hnd the Arl "sojourned" in Egypt 
(as did Josus and St. Mark). And so 
on. 

If you enn spend only a half-day 
or a dny in tho Museum, start with 
Tutankhamun's treasures upstairs 
(nil that glitters In this case « 
gold). These wore reoontly on dis- 
play In Now York, where people 
had la wall months to soe them, 
Thu British archaoologist 
Howard Carter found 
Tutiinkhiimun's tomb in l^uxors 
Vnlloy of Iho Kings after six 
seasons of digging ana just when W 
wne on tho point of giving up. . 

Hero’s Andrfi Mnlrauxforaguiae 
for a few minutes: 

"The tourists move on W 
Tulnnkhamun... Around tne 
funerary furniture, gilded, orderly, 
alarming, the museum is no _mors 
than a royal lumber-room, m ‘" e 
real tomb, at Thebes, all these fur- 
nishings, these golden saroopnap 
onoasod ono within another, were 
watched ovor by the exemplar 
black anubis [a stylized JaokaiJ 
who symbolizes the king at the «n 
ment when he emerges from flea 
to enter eternal night. The frescoes 
on a yellow background, almw 
popular In style, painted In h 
(no-one had foreseen the young 
Pharaoh’s death) side by side ' 
those depicting the ap®3 the 
Tat Thebes], are very different 

tone from .the luxurious funerary 
objects [In the Egyptian MussumL 

Tradition has it that 
archaeologists who discovered ^ 
tomb died mysterious or viole 

deaths... The alabaster oup. wWon 

looks almost commonplace 1 . 

Museum, was found on i 
threshold of the antachamber i 
ing towards the Valley of the King 
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■Mayst thou drink for eternity, turn- 
ed towards thy beloved Thobea...’ 

But here are the dried cornflowers 
which made It possible to deduce 
that Tutankhamun died in March or 
April, and here is the box con- 
taining the box he played with as a 
child. 

"Here Is a pink leather dog- 
collar, here are the ’heart scarabs’ 
which wore placed on the breast of 
the deceased to adjure his heart not 
to accuse him before the divine 
Judges: here Is the scarab which 
carefully commemorates the kill- 
ing of two hundred lions by 
Amenophls III, here the cosmetic 
spoon decorated with the figure of a 
goldon Jackal holding a fish in Its 
mouth..." 

Purchase Akila ChirLnc’s Guide 
lo the Museum (ELI .80). hire a 
guide, join a group. Even backpack 
brlgaders — who consider money 
spent on a room with a bath aB 
money wasted — agree that a guid- 
ed tour here Is necessary. 

The stela that mentions "Israel" 

— "...carved off Is Ashkelon, seized 
upon is Gozor.. .Israel Is laid waste, 
his seed la not..." dates to c.1230 
BCE and the Pharaoh Mernepta, 
also known as Amenophls the Se- 
cond (19th Dynasty). Some people 
argue from this that the Exodus did 
not occur during the reign of 
Ramoses II arid the date should be 
revised. At any rate tho stela may 
be found towards the back of the 
ground floor hall, on the right-hand 
side as you stand at the entrance. 

Begin with the Old Kingdom ex- 
hibits to the left of the entrance if 
you want to do the museum in 
chronological order. 

Make a point of seeing the 
colossal statues of Amenophls III 
and his wife Titl (18th Dynasty, c. 
18th century BCE); the statues of 
Prince Rahotep and his wife Nofret 
(4th Dynaaty, 2700 BCE) ; the Egyp- 
tian Scribe sitting cross-legged (4th 
Dynasty; found at Sakkara; there 
Is a similar work In the Louvre; 
scribes enjoyed royal patronage 
And the prestige that went with It) ; 
the dwarf Seneb, his wife and their 
children <4lh DynaBty); tho six 
geese of Meldum (whose colours 
have hardly faded since 2700 BCE: 
we still don’t know the secret of the 
colours these ancients used); the 
atatiio of Djoser; the sepulchral 
chamber from the temple of Deir el 
Baharl (Luxor) ; the statue ol the 
cow-goddess Hathor (also from 
Delr el Baharl) ; the royal mummy 
room (how these bodies were 
preserved Is another mystery ; an 
additional fee is charged for this ex- 
hibit). 

THE PYRAMIDS AND THE 

sriiiNX , . 

There are three pyramids in 
Giza: the Groat Pyramid, the Se- 
cond Pyramid, the Third Pyramid. . 

Tho Great Pyramid was built by 
King Cheops (4th Dynasty, c.2700- 
BCEt . It covors an area of 13 acres. 
Due to erosion, Its height, whlclri 
was once l4Bm., is now only 137m. 
But It Is still the largest man-made 
structure In the world. The British 
Houses of Parliament and St. 
Paul’s Cathedral could be placed 
within it and there would still be 
room to spare. 

The Second Pyramid wns built by 
Chefren, the son’ of Cheops. Out of 
respect for his father, he made 
hlB smaller (it is only 136 m. high). 

The Third Pyramid was built in 
the reign of Menkaura 
(Mycorlnus), the' son of Chefren. It 
extends only 62 m. skywards and Is 
an altogether Inferior thing. 

The (empty) funeral chambers of 
the pharaohs are now accessible. 
The easiest one to get Into Is in the 
Great Pyramid (it was supposedly 
here that Hitler got his Idea for the 
chamber where he used to com- 
mune with himself before he made 
his speeches In Nuremberg). There 
Is a long, low, sloping passageway, 
dimly lit, and handrails to help you 
along. Don't attempt to go in if you 
suffer from heart trouble, 
claustrophobia, back trouble, 
high blood preseure, etc. It s pretty 
dark, stuffy and tiring — you have 
(Continued overleaf) 


(Above) Students utAlAzhar University. (Below) Scaffilding for repairs of 
the Adli SI. Synagogue. (Bottom) Interior Ibn Tulun Mosque. (U>bell) 


(Above) The Khan el Khali market (Rublnger). (Belowi The "’J* 

Great Pyramid. (Bottom) Boating near Cairo's Roda Island. 
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SOMEONE SHOULD OFFER 
GOOD TERMS to EGYPT! 

LET US MAKE THE FIRST MOVE! 

We offer you an outstanding 8-day holiday in Egypt 
for just US$299 + IS 100 

• First-Class Hotels 

• Half Board in Cairo & Alexandria, Full Board in Luxor 

• Full Guided Tours in Air Conditioned Deluxe Buses 

• And Our Own Representative to Ensure You the 
Best Personal Treatment 

And Israelis can even pay us in installments — 

• IS 100 on booking 

• US$59 before you leave 

• 8 Interest-Free monthly payments of US$30. 
once you're back in Israel 

32 Departures, every Sunday between July 20, 

1 980 and February 22, 1 981 .* 

We are TRAVEL EXPERTS not only to Egypt, but 
all over the world, at rates just as reasonable! 

For Our Brochure And Full Details, 
Contact Any Travel Agent. 

• All travellers must hold a vafid Egyptian visa. 

Organizers Packs. POB 2549. Jerusalem 



HOTEL MOSS 

6 NESS ZION A STREET 
TEL AVIV TEL. 03-681085 


M 


Plan your vacation 

for June, and enjoy: +++ 

* a pleasant vacation before the beach, entertainment and cultural 
centres become overcrowded 

* a sizeable saving In hotel bills at the MOSS HOTEL near 
Huy ark on St. r just 100 metres from th*» seashore 

* 3 Star quality, plus personal service — all rooms fully air- 
conditioned and carpeted, with telephone and private bath 

* and best of all — the PRICE : only I LI ,200 a day per COUPLE ln- 
c hiding breakfast and VAT (l or 2 children under 12 in same room 
at no extra charge). 

TUB OFFER VALID ONLY UNTIL June 30, 1980. 

To ensure your reservation, juat coll us at (08) 8S16BB 
LET US WELCOME YOU A8 ONE OF OUR "REGULARS!" 


In 

Egypt 
on holiday 
or business? 
Keep in touch 
with what's 
going on 
through 

THE 

JERUSALEM 



Available at 
leading hotels 
apd better 
bookshops. 


...and enjoying the view. 


Tel Aviv-SlKTUKHil kHd 

Agicji reason to I* in Israel 
115 Hrr,-.irV>n Stcc-ftl.Tel Aw, Israel, Tni 21-6222 

Next year in Jerusalem 
Sheraton King Solomon Hotel 


(continued from page 0) 
to cover longlsh distances bent dou- 
ble to avoid knoaking your head. 

The commonly rehashed wisdom 
has It that the pyramids were con- 
structed willingly by devoted sub- 
jects as sepulchres for their 
pharaohs, in an attempt to preserve 
their bodies since they believed in 
resurrection and immortality. 

In his much read and ridiculed 
Chariots of the Gods f. Erich von 
Dnnlkcu suggests that the 
pyramids were built by astronauts 
or "gods" from outer space. One 
nerd not accept his view, however, 
hofore acknowledging the validity 
of the questions he asks. How were 
the massive stone blocks (2,800.000 
of them, some weighing 12 tonsi cut 
out of the quarries, let alone moved 
from the quarries to the site, hun- 
dreds of kilometres away? How 
were they joined together to the 
thousandth of an Inch? How were 
the tombs carved out of the rock? 
Where did the builders acquire the 
skills they needed for the maze of 
galleries and rooms and the sloping 
shafts they constructed? 

The oft-rcpcatcd answer is that 
the Pharaoh Khufu (Cheaps) had 
hundreds of thousands of slaves, 
builders and craftsmen at his dis- 
posal. But as von Danlken points 
out. “Today. In the twentieth cen- 
tury. no architect could build a copy 
of the Pyramid of Cheops, even If 
the technical resources of every 
continent were at his disposal." 

Consider the following: The 
height of the Great Pyramid mul- 
tiplied by a thousand million equals 
98 million miles — the distance 
between the earth ahd the sun. The 
area of the base of the pyramid 
divided by twice Its height gives the 
celebrated figure pi * 3.14159, The 
rocky ground on which the pyramid 
stands was accurately levelled. 
Calculations of the weight of the 
earth were, found here. A meridian 
running through the pyramids 
divides continents and oceans into 
two equal halves. 

Then there are those who believe 
that the pyramid shape Itself Is 
therapeutic ; that living plants 
thrive within the pyramid shape; 
that the pyramid helps to control 
pain and is a powerful rejuvenator, 
as well as being good for your sex 
life and sharpening your razor 
blades. Books along these linos 
verge on the crackpot but are 
, readable, as the clichO says. 

The Sound and Light Show (Sat., 
Mon.- and Wed. in English) is 
organized by the Ministry of 
Culture. It costs BL2 (or 89 if you 
are on an organized tour) and Is a 
little like a Hollywood production, 
with the Sphinx Instead of the MOM 
lion. The pyramids, says the text 
(which Is read by an Imitation 
Richard Burton), were built by 
farmers' who appreciated the 
privilege of building these massive 
tombs and thought they would have 
things easior In the afterlife 
because of their devotion to the 
pharaoh ~ when the power and 
mystique of the pharaohs daollned, 
they stopped building pyramids. 
There is no mention of Jowa or 
Judaism In this version of the story. 
Clearly, the script was written 
before Sadat's, historic visit to 
Jerusalem. 

The Sphinx (or Abu el Hul. the 
"Father of Terror") is a Hon 
covohant with a king's head (it 
dates to the 4th Dynasty; some say 
It resembles the Pharaoh Chefrcn). 

It la 70m. long and 20 m. high and 
was out out of solid rock, only parts 
of it being added in the form of 
stone blocks. There is an altar 
between the pawB, and a stela of 
Pharaoh Tuthmqsia IV before its 
breast.' There are two small altars 
m froht of it, onie of them dating 

from Roman times. The Sphinx and 

the three pyramids' of Giza were 
considered among the seven 
wonders of the ancient world, • 

' ■ Ms- Antlm6moires Andrb £ 
! Malraux revOaled thathe tracedhla l 
ideas about art to hla first sight of f. 
the Great Sphinx (when It was J 
■ partially burled In sand and had not • 
yet been prettied up. by / 
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The 8tep Pyramid at 8akkara. (Below) East meets West in Cairo. (NowiU). 
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archaeologists). "It was then that I 
SSguWwd two languages which 
for thlrtv years I had been healing 
« one." wrote Malraux. "The 
language of appearance the 
language of a crowd which no doubt 
resembled what I saw In Ca ro - 
the language of the ephemeral. And 
JEs lSjungeof^ h ' of the eternal 

-SffiS for the Sphinx and 
pyramids costs EL5. 

Before leaving this area, you 
could drop In at the Sphinx Papyrus 
Exhibition (Abu el Houl St., Tel. 
8M301) and ace how papyrua paper 
was mado. There Is no entrance 
tee; the place Ib open every day. 

MEMPHIS AND SAKKARA * 

These sites arc about 25 km. 
away from Cairo. They may be 
reached by organized bus tour (the 
easy way): by train to El- 
Badr&sheln (15 piastres second 
class) and then by donkey or horse 
to Memphis; by taxi (about ELlO 
there and back; drivers are usually 
very good about the time they allow 
you for sightseeing i . On the way 
you will pass fishermen’s villages; 
see their felukas (sailboats) on the 
river, and the mud huts many of the 
peasants still livo In (which must be 1 
very similar to the homes of the an- 
cient Israelites). Oxen and other 
primitive methods are still used to ' 
cultivate the land, draw water and 
so on. _ , . 

Memphis, the ancient capital or 
the united kingdom of Upper and 
Lower Egypt, reached the peak of 
Its development under the kings of 
the Old Kingdom. At one point it 
had a population of about half a 
million; It was still a place of con- 
sequence In the 4th century CE. 
ThlB Is whore the biblical plagues 
started and the river turned to 
blood (see Exodus 7-12 and Hosea 
9). Today hardly anything remains 
except an 80-ton Alabaster Sphinx 
and a damaged colossus of Ramses 
II. 

As you leavo Memphis tho green 
of the cultivated land stops abrupt- 
ly and you find yourself In the 
desert; the road takes you to the 
plateau of Sakkara, the principal 
nocropolls of Memphis. , 

The Step Pyramid of DjoBer, the 
first of the 3rd Dynasty kings, 1 b the 
first massive stone edifice known In 
history. This mastaba (earliest 
type of tomb of architectural 
significance i with a shaft leading to 
an underground burial chamber) 
has six steps, each terrace being in- 
dented about 2 m. It is mado of soft 
llmostona and has been damaged 
considerably by the elements. The 
Step Pyramid was tho prototype of 
the pyramids and formed the cen- 
tre of a complex designed by tho 
architectural wizard Imhotop. With 
Us temples, colonnades, chapels 
and courts it was one of tho most 
Impressive monuments of Its time. 
Nearby aro tho pyramids of UnaB 
and Osarkaf, and tho mastabas of 
Meroruka, Tl and Ptahotop, as well 
as the Serapoum or tomb of the bull 
Apis; Visitors who wish to go down 
Into the Stop Pyramid should note 
thRt It involvas a ernmpod and 
claustrophobic crawl and that It is 
not lit up. If you don’t have a torch, 
you oould ask one of the watchmen 
to go before you with a lamp; those 
at the tall end of the group will be In 
. darkness. Anyone with any Bort of 
circulatory problem should not go 
down. 

OLD CAIRO 

If you're coming from the West 
Bank of the Nile, cross Giza Bridge 
to El Roda Island and then cross to 
the eastern. bank of the Nile and Old 
Cairo (Fuat at; see ‘‘Jewish Cairo," 
below). 

The Coptic Church of SI. Sergius 
oould be your first stop in this area. 
It is. a Btft century Bgyptian- 
Byzahtlne basilica (with a triple; 
have and a ralsod transept) built 
above the orypt in which the Holy 
•Family took refuge for a month 
while .Joseph worked In the Roman 
■ fortress. There is a wood and ivory 
. carving of the Nativity. 

-■ Behind the church is the Ben- 
Ezra or Geniza Synagogue (see 
"Jewish Cairo"). 

Wednesday, June n, ibso 
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Alabv.t'TBpUHxinMWto- (NowiU). <B*low> Cairo minaret,. (Loboll). 




The Church of St. Barbara (which 
la also close to the synagogue) 
dates to the 7th century. The Icon 
panel is impressive; the carved 
church furniture may be seen In the 
noarby Coptic Museum. This 
museum began as a private collec- 
tion In 1008 and holds the rlchent 
collection of Coptic artworks In tho 
world. The exhibits cover a period 
of almost a thousand years and In- 
clude architectural fragments, 
frescoes, textiles, ivory objects, 
toys, glassware, pottery, paintings, 
woodwork, metalwork and 
manuscripts (see the Gospel in 
Arabic and the Codex of a 2nd- 3rd 
century Gnostic library). 

The Amr Ibn el As Mosque (in 
this area). This Is where the first 
mosque In the city was built Hn 
642), by Amr el As, the Arab con- 
queror "of Egypt who was general- 
in-chlef of the Caliph Omar. It was 
also the first Islamic university. 
Destroyed by fire in 1369, It was 
reconstructed by Saladin. A hun- 
dred years Inter it was destroyed by 
earthquake; when it was rebuilt 
again It was enlarged. Two hundred 
of the 385 columns in the prayer 
room have been preserved. It Is 
used for services only onco a year, 
on the last Friday of Ramadan. It is 
said that the well in the courtyard is 
connected underground to the 
sacred fountain in Mecca. 



ISLAMIC CAIRO. (We’re still on 
the East Bank of the Nile, but 
further north; the western side 
comprises the "modern" districts. 

If you’re walking from the contre, 
go down Kasr el Nil St. or Al Bustan 
St. and ask for Al Azhar St.) 

The Khan el Khalil! market dates 
to the 14th century CE and is one of 
the great Oriental bazaars In the 
world. The shops and stalls here 
offer for sale an enormous collec- 
tion of silverware, brassware, 
leather goods, textiles (cotton, etc.) 
and other local items. 

Adjacent to the bazaar Is the well- 
known Al Aahar Mosque and 
University. The first Fallmid mos- 
que In Cairo, Al Azhar comprises a 
complex of buildings erected dur- 
ing different eras. It Is a world cen- 
tre of Islamic tradition. The univer- 
sity Is one or the oldest in the world; 

Its first class gathered in 976 CE. It 
Is famous as the school of Imams, 
political revolutionaries and 
religious reformers. Women must- 
dress modestly here. The entrance 
Is on Azhar St., through the Gate of 
the Barbers (you also have Soup 
Gate, the Gate of the Jewellers, the 
Gate of tho Syrians, the Gate of the 
Berber, and the Gate of the Upper 
Egyptians). Don't miaa the 80,000 
volume library In the M&drasa al* 
Akbughawiya. t , 

The Salali al Din Citadel, Cairo a 
landmark, is a mountain fortress 
built in the 12th century CE with 
stones from small pyramids. It was 
meant to dominate Cairo from the 
Mokattam Hills. And It does. It In- 
cludes tho Alabaster Mosque, con- 
struction on which began In 1830 un- 
der Muhammad All (who Is burled 
here) and was completed by Said In 
1867. Alabaster marble covers Its 
Interior and exterior walla. Walk 
around the mosque and take In the 
tremendous views of the city below. 
There are men who tie cloth 
coverings over your shoes before 
you enter the mosque. They expect 
n 10-25 piastre tip. 

The Museum of Islamic Art, 
Ahmed Maher Sq. (near the 
Military Museum and National 
Library"). Although tourists seldom 
find it, this museum deserves a 
special visit. Its 23 rooms hold the 
most comprehensive collection of 
Islamic art anywhere (30,000 ex- 
hibits, covering 12 centuries and 
works from the Umayad, Abbaald. 
Fatimld and Mameluke periods, 
among others) . The rare Turkish 
books and the artworks (mainly 
ceramics) from Persia in 
themselves more than justify a 
visit. Don't speed by the carpets on 
. the walls. The Arab Library la on 
the first floor. ' 

Other places of (Islamic) in- 
terest: the Sultan Hnssan Masque; 
the Eastern Ceineteiw of the 
Mamelukes; thelbnTufun Mosque 


filth century; designed by a freed 
Christian who used the Ka ba in 
Mecca as his model). 

MODERN SITES 
Cairo Tower (Gezlra Island, fac- 
ing the Nile Hilton) ; more than 180 
m. high: restaurant and cafeteria 
at the top. The view is, as you might 
Imagine, exceptional. 

Cairo University (Giza) and the 
American University In Cairo 
(Mldau El Tahrlr) are open to 
visitors who want to meet Egyptian 
students or foreigners studying in 
Egypt. 

The following places have perma- 
nent exhibitions of Egyptian art: 

The Gallery of Fine Arts; the 
Faculty of Fine Arts (Gezlra 
Island)'; the Museum of Mukhtar 
(Gezlra Island > , and the Museum of 
Mahmoud Khalil. 

JEWISH CAIRO _ , , 

When In 641 CE Amr Ibn el As, 
the Arab conqueror of Egypt, 
founded the city of Fustat that was 
to develop into Cairo, there were 
already Jews in the area. During 
the 10th century many Jews arrived 
from Mesopotamia and the result 
was two distinct Jewish com- 
munities: the Mesopotamian 

(Karaites) and the Palestinian. The 
Palestinian synagogue of Elijah the 
Prophet was built In the 9th century 
on the ruins of a church that the 
Copts were forced to sell to the 
Jews by King Ibn Tulun. It was 
rebuilt a thousand years later. This 
Is where the famous Geniza was 
found, in the attic of what 1s today 
known as the Ben Ezra Synagogue 
* face below). The Mesopotamian 
synagogue was nearby. During the 
Fatimld period, Cairo stretched 
north of Fustat and the Jews 
developed their quarter between 
the river and Al Azhar. When Ben- 
iamin of Tudela pitched up he 
claimed to have found 7,000 Jowh in 
Cairo, about 5,000 more than the ac- 
tual number. In the 12th century the 
Egyptians burned Fustat to prevent 
the Crusaders from taking It, 
whereupon the remaining Jews 
moved north to the new city. 

Jews suffered with the Christiana 
whenever there was persecution of 
non-Moslems (In 1268. 1801, 3818, 
1354. 1442, and so on). 

In 1481 there were 800 Jewish 
families In Cairo, as well as 150 
Karaite families. There were five 
synagogues. . 

With the Influx of refugees from 
Spain In the 18th century, new 
divisions were created among 
Cairene Jews and there was 
resentment of the superior Spanish 
scholars. , ^ . . 

The Turks conquered Egypt in 
the 18th century and were generally 
tolerant towards Jews; local 
Moslems, however, wolre not, and 
persecution continued. 

During the early 19th century and 
Muhammad All’s era. the Jews had 
tho freedom to develop culturally 
and commercially. 

Bv 1898, there were 11,500 Jews In 
the "city, Including 1,000 Karaites. 
By the end of World War I there 
were about 25,000 altogether. This 
was a time of movement from the 
old Jewish quarter to the new sub- 
urbs of Heliopolis, Garden City and 
Zamalek. The 1947 census recorded 
41,860 Jews In Cairo. Many of them 
were arrested In 1948-49 (during the 
war against Israel), and depor- 
tations occurred in 1058 (after the 
Sinai Campaign). (The Lavon Af- 
fair was in 1954, when two Jews 
were condemned to death for spy- 
ing for Israel.) There was large- 
scale emigration during the late 
*50s. 

After the Six Day War, there 
were only 1,500 Jews left In Cairo; 
two yejvrs later this number 
dropped to a few hundred. The 
i capital's curront Jewish population 
is about 200 (moat of them over 85), 

i and Includes 42 Karaites (see 
"Karnite Synagogue" below). 

1 There are half-a-dozen 

i Ashkenazim. At one time they had 

their own synagogue (there, was 
• even a Yiddish theatre here). To- 
1 day they pray with the Sephardim. 



(Continued overleaf) 
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The Jewish cemetery at 
Bassatine (Cairo) has been badly 
desecrated. Just when one is about 
to remark that there is a long tradi- 
tion of looting graves In this coun- 
try. one is reminded that the Jewish 
cemetery In Alexandria has been 
Impeccably maintained i thanks to 
the efforts of the local community 
and the Alexandria governorate). 

Of the 18 synagogues in Cairo, 
only three could be said to be more 
or less functioning today: the Qreat 
Synagogue; a synagogue in the 
northern suburb of Heliopolis; the 
Karaite Synagogue in Abbaaia. Tho 
others have cither been turned into 
mosques isuch rs the Nave Shalom 
Synagogue) or are simply aban- 
doned. The most famous is the Ben- 
Ezra Synagogue, which la not used 
for services but should be seen. The 
dally life of the Egyptian Jew im- 
proved dramatically after Sadat 
visited Jerusalem in Novomber 
1977. 

The Ben-Etra ("Prophet”) 
Synagogue (also called the Genlza 
Synagogue) In the Old City, near 
the first Coptic church In Egypt. 
Tho synagogue itself was built in 
8B2 CE on the ruins of a Coptic 
church. It was rebuilt In 1890, but 
the attic which served as the 
repository or genlza was un- 
touched. The shamash, Nathan 
Avrsham Moses, tells visitors that 
“Moshe Rnbenu was brought here 
after he was found somewhore 
along where the Suez Canal Is 
today." it is an established fact, 
however, that Matmonldcs and his 
son Abraham and other luminaries 
taught here. The shamash kisses 
the mezuza over the sealed door of 
the synagogue, and correctly 
guesses where various visitors are 
from. He shows them down a 
darkened stairway to what usod to 
bo the mikve. At the gate a man of 
Indeterminate faith sells large 
colourful knitted skullcaps. If you 
can persuade the shamash to lot 
you inside the synagogue you'll find 
mouldy fa 11 / tot and decoyed scrolls. 
All the important manuscripts — 
which Included the Hebrew original 
of the Book of Ben Sira, and 
fragments from Aquila's Greek 
translation of the Bible, have been 
transferred to libraries In England 
and elsewhere. 

The Sha'arel H as ham ay I m 
Synagogue or the Great Synagogue 
lor the "Adll Synagogue"), at 17 
Adit St. In downtown Cairo, is in the 
process of being restored with $700,- 
000 donated by the World Sophardl 
Federation in Geneva. It was 
designed by an Italian architect, 
Branchl, and built around 3905. The 
cupola is 22 m. high. Friday even- 
ing and Saturday services are held 
In a side room. The locals often 
can't raise a minyan without 
tourists — many of the Israelis who 
drop In are secular types who would 
seldom be seen entering a syn- 
agogue at home. There la no rabbi 
— one Moral G&bai serves as cantor 
and leads services, The synagogue 
Is maintained by Cairo’s Jewish 
Community Council (18 Rue Scbtl el 
Hazcndar) , which also takes care of 
comm unity* ‘property. 

Karaite Synagogue tin the 
northeastern suburb of Abbasla). 
There are about « Karaite Jews in 
Cairo In IMS there were 10,000 
(practically all of them emi- 
grated). The community owns the 
Ben Asher Codex, which they say 
is the oldest existing complete 
Tora. It was written In TiberiaB in 
the 8th century. The Karaites main- 
tain that Jt was copied from the 
"Mqt|ier of all Torasv" the MOD- 
year-old copy vrrltten in Hebrew 
h.nd ; ancient Egyptian hieroglyphs 
which was;- given by King Solomon 
to Egypt) a phacaoh w>en he 
married itys daughter; The oodex la- 
kepi In !a huge safe ln'ithesypagbgue 
and. only hrought optph special odv ; 
cations. ;T|ib, : . Karaite sect wait'. 1 ' 

. founded ; In Bie* 8th; :ceqtury 


Heliopolis (where Nasgor Is buried) 
and Shubra, on the road to the air- 
port — In a church that could 
become the Futima/Lourdes of the 
Middle East. Copts cannot speak of 
the place without being visibly 
moved. What happened there? 
"Miracle. Mary came to visit ua in 
Egypt." you will be told. Why? "To 
make people return to God." 

On the night of April 2, 1988, 
mysterious lights appeared above 
the central dome of the Coptic 
Church of St. Mary on Tomanbey 
Street in Zoitoun. They were first 
spotted by mechanics working late 
In the garage across the road, who 
thought It was a white robed nun 
about to Jump off the roof. The 
priest who was summoned realized 
Immediately what was happening; 
soun a large crowd gathered to 
watch what seemed to be an appari- 
tion of the Virgin Mary. The lights 
continued to appear until early 
1971. not only In the form of Mary, 
but also of Joseph and Jesus. They 
were seen by hundreds of thousands 
of people, perhaps millions, of 
varied religious backgrounds, all of 
whom were affected in one way or 
another. Moslems converted to 
Christianity. Hundreds of sick peo- 
ple were spontaneously healed. Dr. 
Abd El Malik of the Faculty of 
Medicine of Atn Shams University 
headed a commission of seven 
physiol Ana to study what looked like 
miraculous cures and concluded 
that various types of cancer, 
thyroid disease, arthritis, hyperten- 
sion. nephritis, asthma and so on 
had been instantly cured. The 
Egyptian government had some old 
buildings adjacent to the church 
torn down to make room for spec- 
tators and began to charge admis- 
sion. Today, almost a decade since 
the apparitions became leas dis- 
tinct and disappeared, cures are 
still reported at the site. The easiest 
way to get there is by taxi (about 
EL6 there and back, from the cen- 
tre of the city). 

ACCOMMODATION 
What you spend depends entirely 
on your standards and budget. 
Whether you pay ELI or ELM a 
night will be largely governed by 
the sort of plumbing you can live 
with. The younger and not so fussy 
travellers are comfortable paying 
between EL2.B and EL4 for a room 
without a private bath or toilet. 
These rooms are often clean. The 
shared toilets, however, are never 
spotless. And even If you get a room 
with a private bath, the bathroom 
won’t always pass your Jewish 
mother's cleanliness test. Some- 
people share a room for two for EL4 
or a room for three for ELS. 
Perfectly adequate, clean rooms 
are available for EL8 to EL 12 In old 
hotels that were In the luxury class 
decades ago. 

There la usually no shortage of 
hotel rooms oxcept in the exclusive 
establishments, where advance 
bookings are necessary. It Ib easier 
to get accommodation in mid- 
summer, for obvious reasons. The 
lower priced hotels, in addition to 
serving medium and low budget 
travellers, also accommodate 
Egyptian businessmen and 
families; some serve as boarding 
houses for studentB, 

Reception clerks do not mind If 
you ask to look at rooms and 
bathrooms. Check that the 1 sheets 
are clean and ask If and when there 
la hot water and If there Is a shower. 
In Cairo , the higher th$ floor of yotif 
room, the further from the street 
you are and the quieter It Is at 
night. Many of the cheaper hotels 
occupy the upper floors Of oommer- 
dal premises. 

’Moist hotels Include breakfast In 
the' price.' Breakfast consists of 
bread , . butter, tea', fig Jam, and 
sometimes Whltesalt" cheese. For 
addltlohal'-lO or Ifi-plastfes-you 
'ban get; eggs,, Ask; (f you're paying 
f ??. b>eakfa«i. A^sp esk. ft 
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(Above)' Outdoor restaurant in downtown Cairo. (Below) 77* e original Oron- 
pl restaurant on Midan Talaat Harb. (Lobell). (Bottom) Cairn at dawn 
(Nowltz), • , 
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■iownt.iwn ..run, between TahH, 
s 'l'«'»‘’S- Being down- 

ls ,,f ‘’"‘"■f" convenient - 
in'.!, .v mv lh» Egyptian Museum 

1 ., r shipping piMitre, the huge shiA 
l-.li.in .-I Khallli, and the main bus 

Hint imi. 

I day I'd nt the Pharaoh's (ij 

1.. »nin Ilaasiumu St., a couple of 
h, "cks a way from Die Sheraton on 
Gnlii.i Bridge Squnrei. It was juii 
far i-nnugh from the centre (across 
Du- river I to make it Inconvenient 
l " w«lk then-; but the spotless room 
n ml Du* I'xlr.iordlnnry helpfulness 
mnl frliMiillIncMN of the staff more 
Diiiii i'uuipi'ii.snicd for this. The 
Ill’ll' I 'm kUclu-n Is currently being 
pri'pnrcii for Dir- .serving of kosher 
infills. It will he the only ostabllsh- 
mem hi Cilirii tu offer this facility 
(Oh.'ii‘rvfint Jews In Egypt until now 
Imvi' luu l to limit themselves to 
h. i bids iind eggs, and tinned foods 
Hun they brought with them. 
Ktisfii r nlrllne meats are available 
fur Dinar wiio can pay for them.) 
’’•■’llllton, Nile Corniche. Tel. 
"MOltr.. 740777. Telex 92222 UN. 4 Q 0 
rui mi . h with bath. Single EL30; dou- 
ble EL.I3; suite EL11B-EL2B0. 
Giiinbling casino, bars, night club, 
swimming pool, American Express 
office. 

•♦•••Hhvmlon. Gaiaa Bridge Sq. 
Tel. 982000. Telex 92041 SHERAUN. 
400 rooms with bath. Single IL30; 
double EL33; suite ELUO-EL276. 
Gambling casino, swimming pool, 
bars, nightclub, and dir Bet 
telephone line In Israel. Sheikhs and 
princes from nil over the Arab 
world stay here. 


•••••Morldlen. Nile Corniche. Tel. 
*40444. Telex 326 HOMER UN. 300 
ronniH with bath. Single EL30; dou- 
blr El, 3.1; suite ELU0-EL220. Bars, 
nightclub, and direct telephone line 
to Israel. 

•••••Shophcnrds. Nile Corniche. 
Tel. 33800/33900. Telex 379 SHEPOT 
UN. 290 rooms with bath. Single 
EL10-21: double EL23.60-EL26.BO; 
suite EL77-EL109. Old, well known, 
oner elegant; has all sorts of 
lilnniry mid historical associations 
— It's name is practically ayn- 
onymmiH with Cairo. Phones don't 
always work In the rooms; service 
polite but sporadic. 

*****Mona House "Oborol". Abram 
St. A truly elegant hostelry facing 
tho pyramids. Tel. 8B5444/86B8&9. 
Telex 92310 OB UN. 309 rooms with 
bath. Single EL24-EL86; double 
EL28-EL33; suite EL1O0-EL2B0. 
First Egypt-Isracl poacp talks held 
hero In December 1977. 

••••Cairo In lor national. Cairo 
Airport. Tol. 0660074. Single EL7- 
EL9; double HL9-EL12. 

••••Cleopatra. Abdul Salam Aref 
St.. Tnhrlr Sq. Tol. 7B9046. Single 
EL 16, 26; double EL17.W. 

*•••111 Borg. Saray ol Gealra St. 
Tol. 810008. Single GH5.B0; doilble 
ELl7.nn-EL27.B0. 

••••Ill Nil, Ahmod Ragab St., 
Garden City. Tel. 81607. Single 
ICL12.QQ; dimblo BL10,80-EL18.BO; 
suite EL30. .. 

•**• 1 * h arnoh's. 12 
HnsMoimn St., Dokkt. Tol. 809B07/ 
8/9. Tolcx 91-98883. Clean, quiet and 
extraordinarily friendly; the 
rastnurimt sorves excellent lnto» 
hour meals. Single EL16.60; double 
EL17 .BO-EIj 22.BO; suito EL8B. Will 
have a kosher kitchen from 
Juno/July 1980. . 

•***A tins. Mohammed Rusnay 
St. (off Opera Sq.) . Tol. MSW* Dou ' 
bio EL11.B0-EL18; suite BL22. 

•♦••Delta. This "hotel" is actual- 
ly a Nile boat, opposite Shepheara s 
Hotel. It has 13 oablnsi Single 
ELIB.SO; double EL10.50. • 

****Atlas Zamalek. 20 “ 

Dlwal el Arabia-Muhandissein. 

Double EL18: suite EL32.^ 

•••Khan el Khollll. El Boaia SL 
Tel. 900280. Single EL8.60; double, 
EL0.BO-BL9; suite EL12.80. _ • 
♦••Continental Savoy. Open 
Square, Tel, 911304. Slngle.EWvW 
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Ramses Sq. Tel. 
EL8; double EL6- 




=1, I.«'l 

wiji gfl.EL9.80- 

».Now Horus House. 21 lama 1 
Mnhammed SI., Zainalck. Tel. 

K S^gle ELIO; double EL12- 

E VmA 1 Tiinsi. 143 Taln'lr SI. . Dokkl. 

Tel. 089704. Single EL8-EL11 ; dou- 
hla EL10-EL13. 

•••Concorde; 146 Tahrir St,, 

Dokkl. Tol. 813173. Single ELM; 

d M?Venriome. 287 Ahrnm St. Tel. 

SB0977- Double EL16; suite EL2B- 

ntt V} 

•••Lido Giza- 406 Ahrftin Si., 

Gha. Tel. 885894. Double EL14.60- 

^ •••Cosmopolitan. Ibn Talaab St., 

Kasr el Nil. Tel. 743845. Single EL7; 
double EL8.28; BUite ELK. 

•••Horls. 6. 28 July St., Tel. 
010886. Single EL5.50; double 
EL8.5Q. 

★★★Victoria. 10 El Goumhorla 
St. Tel. 918766. Single EL6.20; dou- 
ble EL860; suite ELI 8. 

•••Carlton. 21, 28 July St. Tel. 
970211. Slnglo ELB; double EL5- 
EL7.B0. 

•••President. 22 Dr. Taha Hue- 
■eln St., ZRmalek. Tel. 8107 61. Dou- 
ble EL18-EL21. 

•••Rehab. 4 Fawakeh St., Dokkl. 

Tol. 703112. Telex 5B9 REHAB UN. 
Single EL12.B0; double EL14.50.. 

•♦•Admiral. 11 A1 Bustari'St., Cor- 
nlohc el Nil. Tel. 080838. Single 
ELIO; double EL10; suite EL18- 
EL22. 

•••Fontana. 

022146. Single . 

EL6.60. 

•••Indiana. 16 El Sarah St., 
Dokkl. Tel. 800188, 800321. Double 
EL14.60; suite EL30. 

•••Spring. 5 Wagth St., Corniche 
el Nil. Single ELIO; double EL12. 

••National. 30 Talaat Harb St. 

Tel. 46081. Single EL1.B0-EL2; dou- 
ble ELS-EL4. 

••Kasr el Nil. 23 Kasr el Nil Bt. 
Tel. 41121. Single EL1.D0; double 
EL4.40-EL6.60; suite EL 9 -EL 16 .D 0 . 

••Ommayad, 22, 28 July St., Tel. 
976828. Double EL3.30-EL4.50; suite 
BL4.40-EL8. 

••Mena Palace. 6 El Goumhourta 
Bt.. Tel. 902327. Single EL3.60; dou- 
ble EL6-EL6; suite EL11-EL14.60. 

••New Hotel. 21 Adll St. Tel. 
B78018. Single EL3-EL3.60; double 
EL4.60-EL6. 

**A1 Hussein. A1 Hussein Sq. 
Azhar. Tsl. 918604. Double BL6- 
EL7. 

••Tulip. 3 Talaat Harb Sq. Tel. 
47137. Single ELS.60 -HL4.B0. 

•♦Everest, Rams os Sq. Tel. 66487. 
Single EL1.O5-EL1.0O; double 
EL2.8S-EL4.B0. 

••Ambassador. 28 July St. Tel. 
61022. single BL1.26-EL2.25; double 
EL3.70-EL7. 

••Lotus. 12 Talaat Harb St. Tel. ■ 
870330, Double BL0.BQ J EL7.75; suite 
EL24. 

••Scarabee. 18, 26 July Bt. Tol. 
48126. Slnglo BL2; double BL4.40- 
EL8.60. 

••Grand Hotel. 17, 20 July Bl; Tel. 
978030. Double EL4-EL18.BQ. 

••Siler Travel Tower. Abbasla 
Sq. Tel. 827036. Double EL7-BL0. 

••Toe. 18 Adit Bt. Tel. 012977. 
Single EL5.S0; double BL6.50. 

••International. 9 Abdel Azeem 
Rushed, Dokkl. Tel. 818475. Single 
EU7; double EL8-BL1B; suite EL 18 . 

•Montana. 25 Sherlf St. Tel. 43008. 
Single ELI. 10 ; double EL3.6O-BL0; 
•suite EL8.60. 

•Luna Park. 65 El Goumhourta 
St. Tel. ,904592. Single EL 1 . 0 B- 
EL2.4&; double EL8.6B-EL4. 

•Des Roses. 83 Talaat Harb St. 
Tel. 078022. Double BL8-BL8.80. 
*Mlnerva.-2B Talaat Harb St. Tel. 

. 59291. Single EL1.B0-EL1.65; double 
BL2.80-EL8.6B. 

''^NUeorleee* 20 July St. Tel. 
"M1B8. Single ELI. 80 1 double EL8; 

; suite EL8.50-BL11. 

■ Gresham. 20 Talaat Harb St. 
Tel.^o.stngleELlidoubleEIA 
. ;*Oeitlral. 26 July St., At|aba- Tel. 
-.Mm.: S>jle>Ej^.l5fM4t,75; doU- 

fcL8/8o-EL4. 20 ; sUiWEL6 . 86 . 

^Vertus. : '88/ RamsM i St.' Tel. 
i867a. Single ELl.BOj double 
'EL^75-BL3.50r suite: ELB. 


(Above) Street in Old Cairo, near the Ben-Ezm Synagogue. (Below) 
iX" « a tray .Lobell). .Bottom) Naywa Faad. 

"Queen" of the belly-dancers. 


•Golden. 13 Talaat Harb St. Tel. 

4115B. Single ELI- 60; double 
EL3.10-EL3.30. 

RESTAURANTS. 

Food throughout Egypt ls Inex- 
pensive and usually tasty. There 
are restaurants for every pocket; 
visitors will find the vast majority 
well within their range. Some 
places serve no meat at all — they 
have meals for as little as 10 
piastres (rice and ful [broad beans] 
or lentils). People whose bodies 
can't tolerate this type of bean 
should be careful. Roadside stallB 
of dubious hygiene sell felafel 
(made of ful) In small, wholewheat 
pitas for 3 or 4 piastres. There are 
good restaurants In the first class 
hotels, and they are not too expen- 
sive. The best examples of the 
classic Arab-Turklah cuisine aro 
found tn private homes. Lamb, beef 
and fish dishes are. generally ex- 
cellent. Pigeon Is popular. The 
"Oriental Salads" — pickles, 
olives, tehina, spiced ohoese 
spreads and so on — shouldn't pre- 
sent any surjSHses to Israelis, 
though the taste will be different 
from what they're used to. Mango 
juice ( 16.6 piastres) is oonsumfld In 
large quantities here. DBspIte the 
Moslem environment, beer (In 
large bottlos) and wine are served 
In restaurants. At the time of going 
to press there are no kosher 
restaurants In Cairo. 

The Felfela. In the centre of town 
(15 Hoda Shaarawy, off Talaat 
Harb), Is an excellent, reasonably 
priced establishment with an inter- 
national clientele. Their stuffed 
vine leaves and ful dishes and shlsh 
kebab are very good. A three- 
course meal here shouldn’t cost 
more than EL3-EL4. . 

Other Egyptlan-Style Restaurants! 

Hag Mahmoud el S&inmak, Abdel 
Aziz St. Tel. 901877. One of the best 
seafood (especially shrimp) 
restaurants In Cairo; clean; 
simple; no liquor. 

El Hattl. 8 Midan Halim (behind 
the Clcurel department store), Tel. 
910055. Kebab (chunks of lamb) and 
kofta (minced lamb). 

Al Rnkeeb. 19 Midan El Sayedda 
Zeinab. Tel. 906669. Kofta, kebab 
and other local specialities. Fre- 
quented by movie personalities. 

El Table. 31 Sharia Orabl. Tel. 
B79842. Renowned for their ful, 
taamiya and salad. 

The best Western-style 
restaurants are In the Hilton, 
Sheraton, Meridlen and Mena 
House hotels. Others: 

Oroppl’s, Midan Talaat Harb. 
Tel. 46194. Entrance through the 
coffee shop. This Is the original 
Groppl's, where the Intellectuals 
meet; there are two other es- 
tablishments of the same name in 
town (one in Heliopolis and the 
other across from the Adli St. syn- 
agogue). The food and servlco are 
always good. Prices reasonable. 

Union, 28 Sharia 28 July. Tel. 
56464. Another old, once-elegant 
restaurant. Clean, good food, 
reasonable prices. 

Kentucky Fried Chicken, Sharia 
el Batal Ahmed Abdel Aziz. 
Mohandessln. Col. Sanders' recipe. 
Self-service. 

Specialty restaurants! 

Casino des Plgsons, Giza, south 
of Abbas Bridge. Orllled pigeons. 

Fu Citing, 28 Talaat Harb • St, 
North. Chinese. . _ . , 

Okamoto, 7 Sharia Ahmed Orabl, 
Agouza. If you have a yen for sukl- 
yaki. sashimi and so on, this Is it. 

Pizzeria Capri, 81B Sharia 26 Ju- 
ly. Tel. 974674. 

Senhorse, on the Nile on the road 
to Maadt. Very wide selection of 
seafood. Samo management as the 
well-known Andrea's (on the 
pyramids Road, where stuffed vine 
leaves and Oriental hors d’oeuytres 
are the specialities). 

CAPES AND TEA ROOMS - 
; At Lnppas (J7 Kasr el Nl>) : aqd * 
other oatts (apd restatu-anW), y.qu 
pay less for yotir' drink pr. piene or 
Cake or meal If yod Ingest It stands 
■Ing at' a counter, grid riot scale data 
table. Lappaa la government-run 
and the prices areTock-botlom. The 


baknhoesh you give to the man who 
hands you your drink can amount to 
more than 80 per cent of what you 
pay for it. _ A 

Ten Island, Cairo Zoo. Genlza. A 
place to round off a visit to the 
largest zoo In Africa. 

L’Amoricaine, on the corner oi 
Talaat Harb and 20 July. Cakes, Ice 
creams, ico-cream sodas. 

Brazilian Coffee Shop. 38 Talaat 
Harb (also on 20 July St.) 

NIGHT LIFE. Son et LumlAre al 
the pyramids. Belly-dancing in 
town and on the road to the 
pyramids (night-club row). There 
Is a casino in the Nile Hilton and in 
the Sheraton, from which Egyptian 
nationals are barred. So take your 
passport with you and all the 
dollars you are prepared to loss. 

The Sheraton, as we said in the 
•introduction," has the best belly- 
dancing show in town (Nawga Fuad 
Is the acknowledged "queen” m 
this sphere) ; dinner and show here 
for EL12 a person. The Hilton, 

Mori die n and Mena House hotels 
also provide entertainment along 
these lines. . . „ . . 

Sahara City, the tent nightclub on 
the Pyramids Road, has a variety 
show that Includes "Classic Egyp- 
tian belly-dancing.'' An evening 
here can cost you between $ 20 - $25 
each. 

Somo people maintain that the 
floor show at the Auberge deB 
pyramids (352 Al Haram 81.) Is 
okay; the Post's Joan Boraten will 
tell you that It makes the hokey 
Sahara City show look clasay. 

Discotheques: Jaoky’s, Nila 
Hll too basement; After Eight, 6 
Kasr el Nil (closed July, August); 

Tho Saddle (Mena House Oberol; 
Western atmosphere); Omar 
Khayyam (Nile houseboat In 
Zamiiiek, near the Gealra Sporting 
Club; Gohn (Qezlra, across the Nile 
from Shepheards; young crowd). 

If you have Egyptian friends they 
might take you for a drink to The 
Pub ( near the Adit St. synagogue), 
which Is a good place to meet 
middle-class Egyptians who speak 
English). Or you might find 
yourself In one of the country clubs, 
anachronisms from Farouk's days 
which should have disappeared 
with tho revolution but are thriving. 

Movies. Egypt until recently was 
the film centre of the Arab world; 
the Camp David agreements had a 
considerable effect (short-term at 
least) on the Industry. Not too many 
French or English-language films 
nre shown here. Performance 
times are usually 3.30 p.m., 0.30 
p.m. and 9. SO p.m. 

There Is an Egyptian National 
Circus, a good one-ring circus with 
some acts from abroad. 

SHOPPING. The Khan el - Khallli 
bazaar Is good for souvenirs, 
silverware, goldware, trinketB, 
leather bage and galablahs. 

The large ehops and department 
stores on Kasr el Nil St. and Talaat 
Harb are where you’ll find cotton 
and linen goods and sheets, 
tablecloths and napkins, which are 
Inexpensive compared to Israeli 
prices. Sherlf Street also has some 
fine shops Belling men's and 
women's clothing. Department 
stores like Clcurel <on 20 July St.), 
Bon Zion Adas, and one or two 
others were previously owned by 
Jews. They loft after 1958 and the 
government took over their shops, 
but kept their names. 

An excellent bookshop Is the 
Anglo Egyptian Bookshop at 103 

• Shnrla Mohamed Farid (diagonally 
across from the Adli synagogue). 

An excellent guide to Cairo, es- 
pecially the antiquities, ls Mrs. 
jallan Abbas, 17(a) Mohammed 
Mazher St., Zamalek, Cairo. Tel. 
814474. 

USEFUL ADDRESSES 
■ The Ministry of Tourism has of- 
fices at 5 Adll St.. Tel. 923000; in the 

• . pyramids area (Ahram Ave.>, Tel- 
. 850259; and at Cairo Airport, Tel. 

. ; 966745. . «' ;V . . '. .* : ‘ , 

■: Israelis In any sort of _ serious 
trouble should phone their. Em* 
ibasev at 701480. 700198, 702408 or; 
: 7O02&6. D - 
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American Colony Hotel 

Enjoy our Patio Carden, Poolside Pizzeria and famous 
Saturday Buffet. - Nablus Road, Tel: 02-282421 


THE REAL ESTATE AGENCY WITH THE 
COUNTRY-WIDE NETWORK. 

Rechov Hasoreg 2, Tal : 02-22 1161 


ANAYA 


soft-to-the-touch leather 

TOURISTS! SAVE 30% IN OUR DUTY-FREE SHOPS. 
JERUSALEM - Hilton Hotel, 23 H II lei St., (Rassco Passage) 
TEL AVIV - SI Ben Yehuda St; 


fdfcj ANGLO-SAXONl dico 

I I wmt REAL ESTATE AGENCY LTD. Children's novel tv 


Children's novelty products 
Tel: 03-452180 

© Exclusive LTD. 

P.O.B. 29639 Tel Aviv, ISRAEL 



(J| Jerusalem hilfcon 

Bur-B-Qnc twice weekly at the Oasis. 
r Reservations Tel: 02-536151 
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Jeifiscdem-Kira David Hotel 
‘Tel Aviv- Dan & Plaza Hotels 
Haifa- Dan Carfhel 


GEORG JENSEN 

By appointment to HM the 
Queen of Denmark 


;• — «1 DUTOCHECK pxillIK 


Israel's most modern well-equipped garage. 
TALPIOT INDUSTRIAL ZONE JERUSALEM 


Tel: 02-719298 


Qrieh bochar 

PHOTOGRAPHER 

Specializing In advertising, public relations and 

technical photography. 

Tel: 02-810204 


b BESTSELLERS 

20% DISCOUNT ON ALL 
LATEST BESTSELLERS. 

310 CM Centre, 3rd! Floor 97 Jeffs Rd. 
02-245813 



BLUE BAY - Netanya's largest luxury 
beachfront hotel, 

37 owan 'm rehovhamblachim37 

06337131 rp>JU NETANYA 063-37131 


typesetting and graphic service for books, 
leaflets, adverts etc. - a simple yet 
beautiful experience. 


lectroline 


iechov Even HaEzel 12, Jerusalem Tel: 813139 


| m ln»tts 

LLmT 234 Jaffa Road, Jerusalem 
intmr Tel: 02-533177 

Luxury apartments In at 1 areas of Jerusalem. 


unique gold & silver sculpture & taprtU 


22,king david st. tel 
harpofdawJcl,mt.zk3n. tel 
QaUetpAflk.oldyaffo. tel 


02-233235 ./ 

02- 714597 thS. 

03- 826796 It 




U rr LITHO-OFFSET, ZIV LTD. 
■zlvlra. * Complete printing services for 
packaging and advertising. 
Industrial Cantor, Ataruth, Jerusalem Tel. 02-852233 


this w«c b 
in fawael 

A weekly comprohensivn tourist guide. 

39 Klnu Saul Blwtl., Tol Aviv Tnl. (03)267111 “ 

#■ 

Tourist's 

Jerusalem 

[News, information and maps for tlic Jerusalcn* 
(Visitor. P.O.B. 2269, TE L: 02-422347 — 


• To Sunny Levy- 
from the staff of 

siiiiiiy images 

. ' . advertising and public relations 

, sheshet hayamim st., Jerusalem, 74 ^ 

tel. 02-818718, 810204 . ..A 



ISRAELIS should find two weeks In 
SLot sufficient for a preliminary 
SSt at least. If you havo the energy 
you could try to crowd most of t 
Into one week, but then you 11 
probably need to rest when you get 
hack home. 

Suggested Itineraries for one- and 
two-week stays: 

One week: 

Cairo 3 days 

Alexandria 1 day 

Luxor. Aswan, Abu Slmbcl 3 days 

Two weeks: 

Cairo l week- 

Alexandria 2 or 3 days land 

ntghtB* „ 

Luxor 2 or 3 days (depending on 
how long you spend In Alexandria^ 
Aswan and Abu Slmbel 2 days 
If you stay longer, you could go to 
the three Canal-zone ports — 
IsmalHya, Port Said and Suez. 
Divers make for Hurghuda, and 
war veterans return to El Alameln 
(but not In summer, tf they know 
what they're doing). 


Luxor and Karnak wtth their 
well-known temples occupy the site 
of the ancient capital of Thebes, on 
the east bank of the Nile Q74 km. 
from Cairo and 232 km. north of 
Aswan. Thebes was the capital of 
Egypt at the height of Its power, 
during the Middle and New 
Kingdoms. Ancient Egyptians con- 
nected the east (where the sun 
rises) wtth the land of the living; 
the west was the domain of R 
darkness and the dead. The Valley 
of the Kings and Queens was on the 
west bank of the Nile at Thebes — ■ 

the dead were transported across V 
the river to their tombs. Thus the | 
Nile — the source of life — was [ 
simultaneously the river of death. 

The grandeur of the monuments on 
both sides of the river indicate the 
magnitude of the ancient elviliza- w 
lion. e 

Luxor depends largely on tourlBts 
for its living. Although there are J 
only four luxury hotels and three Q 
leaser establishments here, the 
place is geared for visitors, with fl 
restaurants along the Nile and j 
horse-drawn carriages that serve g 
as taxis. English newspapers are ^ 
available, albeit two or three days ^ 
late. The street vendors and other j 
hustlers here are more aggressive, ( 
Insistent and insulting than their 
brothers in Cairo or further south in j 
Aswan. You can spend two days or , 
two weeks in Luxor — two days to 
see the temples and tombs and take 
In the Sound and Light show, two 
weeks of relaxation in a peaceful, 
beautiful setting. But try to avoid 
coming in summer when the 
temperatures soar to the mld-40s; 
by April-May it is already too hot. 
Large rlverboats (like Mississippi 
. steamboats) that sail down the Nile 
from Luxor to Aswan and back are 
often moored by the river bank. In 
winter there are a few chartered 
cruises from Cairo to Luxor and 
Aswan. Scenes from Agatha 
Christie’s Death on the Wife wero 
shot in Luxor. At night, the dusty 
Btreets are alive with people — if 
you're lucky you'll see a noisy wed- 
ding prooeBsion. Those in search of 
belly. dancing and more 
sophisticated entertainment will 
have to go to the bars and night- 
clubs of the large hotels. 

GETTING TO LUXOR 
The train journey from Cairo 
takes about 12 hourB. Tho night 
ttalns — there are two — leave 
Cairo at 7 p.m. and 8 p.m., and pull 
out of Luxor on the return trip at 9 
P-m. and 10 p.m. A second-elass 
. "sleeper" coats about EL11 one 
way and Includes dinner and bed- 
ding. First class costs double — you 
get a compartment to yourself, but 
there's nothing special about the 
compartment. Advance booking Is 
. necessary. I wasn't able to get a 
return ticket in Cairo. If you don’t 
mind sitting up all night in a train 
that jumps like a bucking bronco, 
you could travel' without a 
... "sleeper" for less than half the 
above prlpe. The 2nd class com- 
partments are extremely uncom- 
fortable in summed as they, are 
eealed for air-conditioning that 
'■ doesn't work. So unless you sleep 
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*uf at Deir cl Bahari faoroaa the Nile from Luxor). . 

Tours from Cairo 


with the door open you won't get 
enough air. If you take a day train 
you won't have this problem! 
moreover, you will see something 
of the country. . 

The plane from Cairo takes one 
and a half hours and the fare is 
IL24.7B one way. 

SIGHTSEEING 

The sites on the East Bank and the 
West Bank can be seen in a day; it 
is more pleasant to devote a day to 
each side of the river. Young peo- 
ple, and those who are not so young 
but healthy.- hire blcyoies and ride 
to the sites on their own. If you In- 
tend doing thiB. make sure you have 
a good map and enough water to see 
you through a gruelling excursion. 

None of tho "antiquities offered 
for SRle at the sites are genuine; if 
nevertheless you are willing to buy 
thorn, romember to bargain you 
could end up paying up to a fiftieth 
of the first price quoted). 

A tour operator whom I found 
helpful in arranging sightseeing 
trips and train bookings was Emile 
Wadoe of tho Emeco Travel Agenoy 
(in the tourist oentre near the new 
Winter Palace Hotel: ha * la ° 
arrange, tours in Aawan. whera h a 
mailing address Is P.O.B. 58). 


You'll need a guide, especially for 
the West Bank. 

HISTORICAL BACKGROUND 
Seven thousand years ago Thebes 
was the village of Waset. The first, 
shrine was built here in 4500 BC, but 
the town didn't develop before the 
12th dynasty. Amenophis III of the 
18th DynaBty built the temple of 
Luxor, probably on the site of 
another sanctuary, and dedicated it 
to the triad of Amun (the patron god 
of Thebos), Mut (his wife) and 
Khonsu (his son). He then con- 
structed a temple over a shrine 
begun in Karnak by his ancestor 
Sesostrls I of the 12th Dynasty. The 
small temple of Amun was rebuilt 
and this became the giant complex 
of Karnak. Amenophis then crossed 
to the other eide of the Nile and con- 
structed an enormous temple 
necropolis with two colossal statues 
of himself in front of it. (These are 
known as the Colossi of Memnon; 
only a few scattered blocks remain 
of the temple). 

Amenophis also planted gardens 
between the temples of Luxor and 
Karnak. Numerous ships — royal 
barges, merchant vessels, 
warships — sailed here. The Nile 
was the most oonvenlent transpor- 


tation route from one end of the 
kingdom to the other. 

Thebes’s power declined after 9B0 
BCE; in 881 BCE the city was 
destroyed by Assyrians. It wan rebuilt 
but destroyed again in 525 BCE by 
Cambyses. Despite restoration 
work and additional construction 
by Egyptian kings of the Ptolemaic 
Dynasty, Thebes was never to 
regain its Importance. 

When Diodorus came to Thebes In 
57 BCE he found mainly ruins, 
though there was still evidence of 
its glorious days. He wrote: In 

former times its circumference 
was about 12 miles, and it was 
adorned with stately public 
buildings, magnificent temples, 
and rich memorials, while some of 
Its private houses were four to five 
storeys high. It was in fact the most 
beautiful and most stately city, not 
only of Egypt but all the world, for 
there was no metropolis under the 
sun adorned with such a multiplici- 
ty of monuments of gold, silver and 
Ivory, and so many multitudes of 
colossi and obelisks." 

Rival pharaohs, earthquakes and 
misguided Christians contributed 
to the destruction of the city. The 
Christians uprooted pagan statues 
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and destroyed sanctuaries. Thebea 
became no more than a cluster of 
villages. The once magnificent city 
was covered over by sand. Villages 
arose on the ruins, but they too 
collapsed. 

When the Arabs arrived in the 7tn 
century, Luxor was born. They 
built on the ruins and removed 
relics for their mosques. The 
elements continued their Inex- 
orable erosion. And what we see to- 
day Is more than what there was 
above the surface when 
archaeological work began with the 
French towards the end of the 18th 
century. 

The Temple of Luxor. Completely 
covered by rubble until less then a 
century ago. Tha original temple 
was built by Amenophis III — » 
comprised an open court with 
colonnades, h great pillared hall, 
chapels and a half-completed 
pillared hall. AUhnaton erased the 
name of Amun and the Images of the 
gods wherever they appeared; 
Tutankhamun destroyed 
Akhnaton's nearby solar sanctuary 
and completed tho great pillared 
hall and had the temple walls 
decorated. Raineses II extended 
the temple by adding an open court 
with many columns and erecting a 
massive pylon (at the main en- 
trance). Christians later establish- 
ed a church here and Moslems built 
the mosque of Abul Haggag. En- 
trance fee to the temple. 

Temple of Karnak. North of Lux- 
or. About 20 minutes in a gig from 
the tourist centre. Entrance fee. 
The sheer scale of the place is 
overwhelming- The temple 
dedicated to Amun was the moat 
Important in the kingdom; 11 was 
added to by successive pharaohs 
and in the end It included a number 
of other shrines. The wide Avenue 
of Sphinxes takes you to the first 
, pylon, the main entrance. You may 
climb up the tower to the left for a 
view of the temple complex. You 
will see the Great Court with the 
Temple of Rameses III (to your 
right), the second pylon, behind It 
tho Groat Hypoetyle Court, then the 
third pylon, an obelisk, tha fourth 
, pylon, another pillared hall and 
l another obellak (of Hatahepsut). 
Towards the very back are the fifth 
and sixth pylons, small rooms and 
courts and chapels and finally the 
J Sanctuary of the Sacred Barques 
„ and the Great Festival Hall of 
" Tuthmosls in. To the right In the 
. distance Is the Sacred Lake. The 
! Great Court is the largest of the 
Egyptian temple courts*, the Great 
i Hypostyle Hall, known as one of the 
« ancient wonders of the world, com- 
lt prised 134 gigantic columns In 18 
lines supporting the roof, which has 
.1 since collapsed. On some of the 
a capitals and the undersides of the 
, architraves some of the original 
lfl paintwork may still be seen. The 
‘ j Sound and Light show here is more 
or less obligatory. 

.a Tlie Luxor Museum, near the 
d ' Etap Hotel, doesn't contain much 
_ but It does havo the wall of the 
I. former Akhnaton temple. Entrance 
fee. 


WEST THEBES 

The Valley ef the Kings. For a 
few plastres a boat takes you across 
the river to the burial ground of the 
kings and queens. There are land- 
ing stages at several points along 
the river — the one opposite the 
Winter Palace Is perhaps the most 
convenient. There Is a restaurant 
near Tutankhamun' s tomb In the 
Valley of the Kings. Tho danger 
here is of seeing too much rather 
than too little. Sixty-four pharaohs' 
..tombs have been found. These are 
some of the more Interesting ones: 

Tomb of Setl I (19th Dynastyl. 
The largest, most Impressive and 
porh&ps most Interesting tomb (No. 

' 17) in the necropolis. The wall 
decorations are remarkably 
preserved and exceptional. Note 
the zodiac on the.ceiling of the Inner • 
chamber. 

Tomb of Amenophis 
(Amenhotep) II (lSth Dynasty). 
The builders of this tomb (No. 85) 
tried to make It a trap for robbers; 

(Continued overleaf l 
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the* main corridor ends In a pitfall. 
There is a representation of the 
heavens on a dark blue background 
on the ceiling. The walls and pillars 
are decorated; the mummies of 10 
kings (including Amenhotep II) 
were found here towards the end of 
the last century. 

Tomb of Tiitnnkliainiiii (18th 
Dynasty*. The first tomb (No. 283) 
on your right as you enter the 
Valley of the Kings. It was the only 
one found that had not been ran- 
sacked by grave-robbers. The story 
of its discovery by Howard Carter 
Is very well known. Read Carter's 
uwn account of It and C.W. Ceram's 
Cfvd.f. Graves and Scholars 
before coming. Carter found n clay 
seal and a box bearing the car- 
touche of Tutankhamun and con- 
cluded that the {them little-known 
.voting king was buried in the area. 
The chambers of the tomb are com- 
paratively small; the treasures aro 
now in the Cairo Museum; the gold- 
masked mummy of the king lies in 
situ. See the Apes of the Sun on the 
wall behind his head. 

Other Tombs: Raineses VI (20th 
Dynasty: unusual and notable wall- 
drawings, No. D); Harcmheb noth 
Dynasty: No. 33); Tuthmosla III 
(18th Dynasty; line drawings and 
hieroglyphs which require ex- 
planation; No. 34); Raineses III 
(20th Dynasty; No. 11). 

Valley of the Queens. More than 
57 tombs discovered here. The art 
work In the Tomb of Nefertnri < wife 
of Ramoses II; Na.flB) is outstand- 
ing. Permission required to see It 
- fl sk your travel agent or the 
Government Tourist Office In Lux- 
or. 

Tomb 35, of Prince 
Amenherbhepshef . has well 
preserved paintings of Raineses III 
and Ihe goddess Isis, and of the king 
introducing his son to the god Ptnh. 
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The area where Tutankhamun'* tomb teas discovered fa the Volley of the Kings. 
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, flu* drawings in the tomb nf 

. Tm »**•> l>ynn.t y rL 

„ houl ' ™ 

ihHi-.su In- neon. 1B 

Tin* I'm. lb*, of the Nobles BIU ) 
luiPMs In ihe "m.rla of the pharaohJ 
lire famniw for their wall drawC 

im.1 pointings depicting daily HfX 

iMr ii.no The intportani toSb! 
»n* In th. hills between 7h 
KnincNHiMim. D.'tr *| Medina and 

visit .11 (mat Olio or two of the 

ri. 11 ..wing- Nil khl .No. 32; scribe ol 
tin’ gr.iim ri.'si ; Hntnuac (No. 8B- 
Ah h 11:1 tun's prime ministers 
Mi-n.-it.i 1 Nil. lil, Hun lire official un'. 
«l ,, l’ I 'ill illi|i'.*il.l IV). 

I)-I| Kl llali.irl. nr the Mortuary 
triuph- .if giii-.m llnishcpsut (lgih 
PwmMyi. sits majestically a t the 
P-I nf lou-nrlng cliffs. There la an 
imi train- 1 - fi-v. it3 terraced and 
fnl.mim(|i*.l pi mi ninije it architec- 
turally unique in undent Egypt. 
Up..ii I In tain- pant's death, her 
mqihi-w Tiiihmnsis attempted to 
(iblitoruli 1 nil triureH of her, defacing 
hi*r image who rover it appeared 
Th" chi* pel it.-dli-nti'd u. the goddus 
Hnlhor in well preserved; the 
si util.' of Ilrttimr that once stood 
lii-i-n is now In the Cairn Museum. 

RiiincHHcum. Tim mortuary tem- 
pi" of thu nonagenarian Rameses 
II ( mill Dynasty) is one of the 
largest temples In the country. Ii 
yiiu'r" on your own you ahould 
allow yourseif more than An hour in 
the colonnaded courts; examine the 
wall drawings, and the (fallen) 
head from the largest statue of 
Rnmcsca lor Rnmy-baby numero- 
twn-o, ns one American called him) 
In Egypt. It was cut from a single 
block. Entrance fee. 

M inline! Ilnbu. South of the 
Valley of the Kings, this is Ramesu 
Ill's colossal mortuary temple. 
Considered second only to Kamak 
In importance. Two of the temples 
were actually built by Rameses, 









Discover luxurious Cairo... 

Singlwtory pavilion accommodations are scattered throughout 1 2 acres of gardens 
planted with more than 3,000 subtropical shrubs and trees. Each of the SOCUwIn rooms 

and e, glu suites , its own terraco an(J Msy accesJ ™" 

tennis courts and a mini-golf course. 

Supervised activities for children and babysitting service. 

...Belair Cairo Hotel 

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT- 
THE BELAIR HOTEL, SALES DEPT 

P.O.B. 2755, MOKATTAM HILLS, CAIRO, EGYPT, TELEX: 92372 INSUR 
AGENT FOR ISRAEL: VIP TRAVEL AND TOURS LTD 

^ZT ST ’ TELAV,V ' ,SRAEL 

4|lf : N 2 I|RA ST., JERUSALEM, ISRAEL. 



PAGE SIXTEEN . 


ISRAEL-EGYFT TRAVEL SUPPLEMENT 


WEDNESDAY, JUNE U, 


i 


•’->•!! itf.f , 

1 .. ' s'. ' - : i( 1 -i i -. 





1 WfiK-Tr 


fry**™ 




ipg 




nmm 


one was built *»* Amenhotep I and 
thA fourth by Queen AmcnnrtM. 
th neii el Medina. South of the 
Valley of the Kings, on the road to 
the Valley of the Queens. Temple to 
pSdeaBca Hathor und Mnnt; built 
by Ptolemy IV. The murnle help 
one understand the funerary rites 
of the period (c.210 BCE). Inside a 
circle of « Judges of the Dead 
presided over by Oalrls, Horus and 
Anubla weigh the heart of the 

^StossJ of Momnon — on the way 
back to the Nile. See section en- 
titled ‘‘Historical Background." 
ACCOMMODATION IN LUXOR 
mm« New Winter Palace. Al Nil St. 
Tel. 2222. Double ELIO - EL29.B0; 
suite ELiBB — EL60. 

,***• Etap. Cor niche El Nil. Tel. 
2011. Single EL17; double EL18.B0; 

mm Savoy* Al Nil St. Tel. 2200. 
Single EL8 — EL8; double EL7 — 

gklJ 

m* Luxor Hotel. Opposite the 
Luxor Temple. Tel. 2405. Double 
ELS — EL11.5Q; suite EL18 — 
EL20. 

Bladonna. Nile Beach. Double 
EL12.B0. 

» PhlUp. Nefertltl St. Tel 2284. 
Double ELIO; suite EL12. 

* Horus. Karnak Temple St. Tel. 
2186. Single EL2.40, double EL2.40 
- EL4.B0. 

RESTAURANTS. Your beat bet la 
In the hotels and along the river- 
bank. The Marhaba, In the tourist 
centre adjacent to the New Winter 
Palace, 1 b predictably 
good. 

ASWAN 


Luxor EL10.20. Those who come by 
car or bus from Luxor ahould stop 
to nee the temples of Idfu and Kom 
Ombo on the way. 

WHAT TO SEE. 

The Granite Quarries are on tno 
eastern bank. Red, grey and black 
stones from those quarries were 
used for statues and buildings that 
are found throughout Egypt. Note 
the half-completed giant obollsk. 

Elephantine Island. This was 
once a fortified frontier post. The 
2km. -long island, which is shaped 
llko an elephant. Is situated op- 
posite the Cataract Hotel. Visit the 
museum and the Trajan Temple, 
and see the Nllometer near the tem- 
ple . 

Under Persian rule (.from 525 
BCE) there was a colony of Jewish 
mercenaries on the Island i as well 
as a community of Jews who were 
not part of the military establish- 
ment. They built an impressive 
temple here which was destroyed in 
411 BCE. The Elephantine papyri 
discovered at the beginning of the 
20th century included legal papyri 
in Aramaic that shed light on the 
life of the Jews on the island. 

Island of Phllae. The drop in the 
water level with the opening of the 
High Dam led to the surfacing of the 
Temple of Isis. This temple, the 
work of Ptolemy III and Ptolemy 
IV. was never completed. 

Monastery of Si. Simeon. - Left 
bank of the Nile. -A good 80-40 
minute drive. This well-preserved 
Coptic monastery dates to the 7th 
century; abandoned in the 18th cen- 
tury because of unsatisfactory 
water supply. 

The Rock-Cut Tombs on the west 
Bank are those of the relatives of 
the ruling house and nobles of the 
Old and Middle Kingdoms. 

Aswan Dam (see introduction to 

AfiWATlI 

ACCOMMODATION 
• ***• New Cataract. Abtal Al 
Tahrir St. Tel. 8222. Single EL18.M- 
18.50; double EL18-EL21; suite 
EL5B-EL80. . 

***** Oborol. Aswan — Elephan- 
tine Island. Tel. 8455. Single EL2B- 
EL40: double EL27-EL40. 

**** Cataract. Abtal Al Tahrir St. 
Tel. 2233. Single ELMBLll; double 
EL10-EL48; suite EL27.B0-EL30. 
•*•* Kalabsbu. Abtal Al Tahrir St. 
Tel. 2856. Double EL10-EL14. 

**■•* Amun. Amun Island. Tel. 2555. 
Double ELlO-ELll. 

*• Abu Slxnbel. Cor niche El Nil. 
Double EL8.80-EL7 .70. 

(Continued overleaf) 


The capital of the southernmost ^ Wt 4 *' 9 fl lv 

province of Upper Egypt, Aswan W^K |f ' 

has a population of 200,000. It ia m B ^ H^\ 1 

situated 232 km. south of Luxor and Iffv' Vt> X- ■ • 

about 006 km. from Cairo. The Kil 

Aswan High Dam 1 b Him. high, WEtTi j %[ Wy w fy‘. L . ' 

3000m. long across the top and HJ£j _ . - UraLHf- ^ 

980m. thick at Its base. The top of |g\ ■ i ' ^ I 

the dam wall Is 40m. thick. Nasser WtOl *HP^" 

Lake stretches BOO km. from the Ww f 

dam and haB a maximum width of V- 

10 km. Aswan la a popular winter fiMBsHEv 

the BandB slightly W, 

radioactive and supposedly good H - - 

for skin diseases. President Sadat t V 1 , 

has a winter home here. fr.. |'l\ 

Getting to Aswan from Luxor by ■ l . ' 

train takes 4-4 ^ hrs. and costa Mr ^ 

ELl. BO or EL2, depending on 

whether you pay for ■! BBWBW 

conditioning (which is negligible or me* 

Stot 1 DLM™ 0 a“° from Mta* In U. Hypct,!. Hall (Karaak), .aid ia b. tbe tar g«t ball of any tampla In world. 


(Nowlte) 


WE ABB EXPECTING YOU AT THE 


Successful Coach Tours 
to Egypt 

Weakly tours to Egypt — by 
TRAVEX LTD. — began on April B 
with ooachos departing from 
Jeruealem and Tol Aviv every se- 
cond Sunday, this new Travex 
program has proved to bo most 
suooeutul. 

Tho uniqueness of the program Is the 
intermingling of European tourists 
(visiting Israel) and Israeli 
residents (holding Israeli and 
foreign passports) In the tour of 
Egypt 

Coaches leave Jerusalem and Tel 
Aviv *17.00 a.m., and arrive In Cairo 
in tho afternoon. Tho tour features 5 
-nights In Cairo and 2 nights In Lux- 
or; or 4 nights in Cairo, 2 nights in 
Luxor and 1 night in Aswan; Abu 
Blmbol can also bo included. Travel 
from Cairo to Luxor-Aswan-Abu 
SlmbeUs by scheduled flights. 

The Trayex lB-day Israel/Bgypt 
Travel program has been especially 

■ AUaI.J > - . — 


REAMERS hotel 


• FIRST CUSS HOTEL • FULLY AIR 
CONDITIONED • RESTAURANT • 
BAR • BAZAAR • LA FOHOE • 
COFFEE SHOP 24 HOURS 
SERVICE • NjGHT CLUB 
S r GADAN St. Bnd of GAMAA 
ARABIA St, Tel. 709640, 70B62B, 
D0KKI, CAIRO 


FULLY AIR CONDITIONED 
18 El Saraya Bt„ Dokkl 


★ RESTAURANT 

★ BAR 

★ COFFEE SHOP 

★ TELEX SERVICES 
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LjJjuSta' * , at-Iao 
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Central airconditioned 
Restaurant and Cafeteria 
Classic Bar 


We are 


happy to have hosted 
visitors from Israel. 





mile river 


\ -Q 


12. WIFI HASSOONA ST. DOKKI Til: 809805/8/7 




YOU'LL ENJOY 

EGYPT 

MUCH MUCH MORE 

with the 1980 

CARTA MAP & GUIDE 
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f Continued /rein page f 7 ) 

*' Nile City. Abtal A1 Tahrir St. 
Tel. 2B44. Single ELS.flS; double 
ELS.BQ-EL6.60. 

** Phllae. Cornlche El Nil St. Tel. 
2117. Single EU.7B: double ELS. SO. 
»• Hit by, Abtal A1 Tahrir St. Tel. 
202B. Double EL6-EL8; suite EL12- 
EL25. 

* Grand Hotel. Abtal Al Tahrir St. 
Tel. 3262. Single EL2.7fi-EL3.60; 
double EL4-ELB.B0. 

* Hothur. Corniclie El Nil. Single 
EL3-EL3.60: double EL4-ELB-BCK 




You can fly or take a boat to"7\bu 
Slmbcl from Aswan. You enu also 
go by hovercraft. If the contraption 
is In working ordor. 

The flight from Aswan costs 
EL14.7B. This is the easy way. 

The other way is by boRt. This 
Journey (cruise?) takes two days 
from Aswan to Abu Slmbcl and two 
days back. The train from the city 
to the High Dam costs 6 piastres. 
The boat costs EL3.00 one way. 
There Is an EL2 tax and an EL2 en- 
trance fee to the temple at Abu 
Simbel. The total cost this way, 
from Aswan to Abu Simbel and 
back, is ELll, without food. Tea is 
available on the boat; mineral 
water is sometimes also sold; take 
your own food and water, there 
might not be any. You'll also need a 
Bleeping bag. 

ACCOMMODATION 
** Nefertarl. Abu Simbel. Double 
ELli.90-ELl2.fi0. Meals: breakfast 
ELI, lunch EL3, dinner EL3.6B. 
WHAT TO SEE 

The Great Temple of Raineses II, 
with Its four colossal seated statues 
of the king at the entrance, were 
constructed more than 3000 years 
ago. Internationa] action organized 
by UNESCO a few years ago 
protected the temple from the ris- 
ing waters of the lake by setting 
them back 180m. from their 
original emplacement. The temple 
was dedicated to the Theban god 
Amun. the sun god Horakhtl of 
Heliopolis, and other principal gods 
of the country. 

The facade of the Large Temple 
(there Is a Small Temple nearby) is 
an impressive 3im. high. The king 
is wearing the double crown, the 
royal head-dress and the cobra 
which symbolises the burning 
power of the sun and the royal per- 
sonage.- The baboons at the top of 
the facade are greeting the rising 
sun, which, when the temple was at 
the old site, shone deep Into the rook 
sanctuary at special times of the 
year. Go past the groat pillared hall 
to the small pillared chamber and 
the sanctuary. Note the roliofs on 
the walls and ceilings showing 
scenes from the king's campaign 
Against the Hlttiles. 

Tlie Small Temple or Temple of 
Hathor was also carved out of solid 
rock. Outside there are statueB of 
Rameses, his wife Nefertarl (for 
whom the temple was built), and 
their children. The Hypostyle Hall 
inside is supported by six pillars. 
See the reliefs of the queen at the 
| back of the temple. Early morning 
hoat -tinie to visit tho-alta. 

Tjffi (UfULzorite: foE¥ 




PORT SAID- (305km.) from Cairo 
Bits on a tongue of land between the 
Mediterranean and Lake Manxala 
at the entrance to the Suez Canal. It 
is tho second largest port in the 

AiulktAiM ■ AN<l! ^ . 



i <o illuminate the interior of one of the tombs of the 

nobles. (Below) The half-completed obelisk in Aswan's quarry. (Now | tl) 
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* A Carden Hotel of international Repute 

.w Private Swimming-Pool- ; - 1 

min. from the .berth 

* Convenient for Country Wrde' Sightseeing 

Owncr/Managcr: D. Dorot ' 
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BUiMi doubi * 

**AbB Sim bel. 16 Al Qumhurla St 
1W.41M. Single ELS.7H-BJU; dou- 
ble BLfi.78 : EL7.76. • 

f Grand' Hotel. Salah Salim St. 
J81..2730. Single EL8-EL4.B0; dou- 
ble EL8.BOfEL6.60, 
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* He gent. 27 Al Qumhurla St. Tel. 
4582. Double EL2.75-ELS.S0. 

•Accry. Al Qumhurla St. Tel. 
8013. Single ELI .68; double EL2.7B- 
EL3. 

•Al Gahacl. 26 July St. Tel. 4886. 
Double EL2.7fi-EL3.30 
•Merryland. Degla St. Tel. 272. 
Double EL3-EL4. 




(Blkm. from Cairo) is where the 
Suez Canal Authority has its head- 
quarters. It has numerous green 
parka and woods. Ismalllya la also 
where eftch ship crossing the Canal 
has to change its pilot. TI10 
museum has Ptolemaic and Roman 
artefacts that were found during 
the cutting of the Canal. About a 
couple of hundred thousand people 
live here. 

ACCOMMODATION 
•Nefertarl. 41 Sultan Hussein. 
Tel. 2822. Double EL4-EL6. 


EE pAYOUM (102km. from Cairo). 
An "oasis" that Is not strictly an 
oasis, with a population of a million 
— mainly Beduin, peasants and 
fishermen. Several buses leave for 
Fayoum from the central bus sta- 
tion in Cairo every day. 

What To See: The Labyrinth (the 
mortuary temple of Ammenemes 
III) : Medinet Maadl temple; ruins 
of Crocodllopolls. 

accommodation 

•••Shnkshouk. Shakshouk, 
Fayoum. Double EL13, suite EL17. 

*ELn El Sellln. 18 Fedameen. Dou- 
ble EL2.20-HLS.80. 

* Auberge Al Fayoum. Overlook- 
ing Lake Qarun. Tel. 17 Abuksa. 
Single EL1.66-EL2.2B; double 
EL2.76-EL8.80. 

•PavilUon De Ghasse. Overlook- 
ing Lake Qarun. Tel. 17. Shakshouk. 
Single EL2.46; double EL8.50- 
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train", bus" or taxi from Alexandria 
(about 80km. away). British and 
Commonwealth war veterans 
return here to visit the graves of 
their friends who fell in the 1942 
Battle of El Alameln. There Is a 
"Rest House" with a restaurant; 
the military museum is open in tne 
morning. In the nearby seaside 
resort or Sldl Abd el Rahman here 
Is the El Alameln Hotel with 10 


iruHuttAUA . 

The Flight from Cairo 1 ooita 
EL26.90 one way (double that for 
the return fare) . Sltuated on th 
Red Sea about 880km. south ofBuez, 
Hurghada is an excellent Bpot for 
scuba diving. The town has an at- 
tractive mosque with twin 
minarets, a "student house and an 
Esso guesthouse used by oilmen 
and engineers working in the area. 
There is also a Marine Museum and 
an Aquarium. Israeli divers do not 
need to be told of the wondeiJU 
world under the Red Sea. At the 
centre of Hurghada Bay there is an 
enormous ooral formation that 
resembles an island; the sea , bed 
slopes gently to the centre of the 
bay and swimming is pleasant and 
flftf 0* 

accommodation . 

. *«**Sheraton Hurghada. at tne 
northern end of the bay. Single 
EJL20: double EL22, »«»!•; 
breakfast 90 piastres; lunch EL3, 
dinner EL8.B0. u 




NAHARIYA 

NEW 1ST CLA88 HOTEL just 
b few ttaps from the »aa. 
Rooms with private bath, air 
conditioning, csntial heating, 
banquet hall, restaurant with in- 
ternational kosher kitchen, night 
club, roof garden, color TV in 
rooms, perking. OPEN ALL 
YEAR ROUND. 

Tel. 04-82221 1. 


HOTS! GOIDfiR 


jrnm UII w« null i™ 


BE OUR GUEST 
AT THE GOLDAR! 

GOLD Alt — Your 4 STAR, LUXURY 
HOTEL overlooking Netaoya’a luah 
Municipal Gardena, and tho famed 
white, sandy BEACHES of the 
MEDITERRANEAN. CLIMATE 
CONTROL, TELEPHONE and 
BATH In every room. 

ENJOY our SUNDHCK, COFFEE 
SHOP. BAR. BANQUET HALL and 
famous KOSHER INTERNATIONAL 
CUISINE. * 

For Reiervallone, call OSS-88188. 


It all adds up 
to Albany 

I n c omi ng 
t ou r i sm 
Gr oups 
Individuals 
Cong r.esse s 
Spec i a I s 
I nc ent i ves 
I s r a e l-Egy pt 

Albany Travel 


A I i : .ANY "liAVI I UMIIIH 

71,i Riiii Yuli'jclo Strict. Tel Aviv. Israel. 
, Telephone 227131 Tr.lex 33672, 34M43 


BON APPETIT! 


What’s Cooking in Israel 

(and where to find it) 






A RESTAURANT GUIDE 

r by Nora Goodridge & Sandra Gross 

A JERUSALEM POST PUBLICATION ^ 


Just what you've been waiting for 


*<Jj 

«C-EX2 x=£ 


The lowdown on 1 17 Israeli restaurants from Mt. Her- 
mon lo Eilat. It's all here — cuisine, service, location, 
ambiance, value. Delightfully illustrated, reveals the 
truth behind the shmooze. 

A must .for all bon vivnnts and those not so bon. 

ON SALE EVERYWHERE. 

SOLE DISTRIBUTOR ATLAS LTD.. TEL AVIV. 

I LI 00 incl. VAT. 

From offices of The Jerusalem Post, in Jerusalem, Tel 
Aviv and Haifa and post free lanywhere in the world). 
Sand us the coupon below with your cheque. 


To The Jerusalem Post, POB 81, Jerusalem. 

Please send me "What's cooking In Isrno!" at IL100 
each. My cheque is enclosed. 

NAME I"’ 

ADDRESS....; 
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“ALEXANDRIA la cleaner than 
Cairo. It ralna more often here," 
aald oar guide humorously. From 
what I saw, its slums equal Ln 
squalor anything you are likely to 
find in the oldest parts of the 
capital. 

Stretched out like a lobster on the 
Mediterranean 218 km. northwest 
of Cairo, Alexandria tlskandrla) is 
Egypt's principal port and second 
lurgest city. During Julius Caesar's 
time. It was also the second largest 
city In the Roman Empire. Today's 
population of three million In- 
creases to five million during the 
height of the summer season when 
bourgeois holidaymakers from all 
over Egypt crowd to its beaches. 
The western end Is the old part, the 
eastern tho new. 

Visitors who carry ln their minds 
brightly coloured postcards from 
Lawrence Durrell's Alexandria 
Quart rt will soon be disappointed 
by the flat reality of the place. This 
port city, you may recall, is where 
Pursewarden, Justine, Nessfm, 
Balthazar, Clea, Darley. Melissa 
and Pombal played out Intonse 
scenes In their (fictional) lives. 

Alexandria Is also where 
Cleopatra was crowned queori, 
where she met and loved nnd lived 
with Antony, and where they died 
tragically. Tho evangelist Mark, 
who brought Christianity to Egypt, 
prenched In this city. Philo, the 
great Jewish philosopher, lived 
here. 

■ Napoleon first set foot In Egypt 
near Alexandria, and it was here 
that Nelson defeatod i the French 
fjeet. During World War II, the bat- 
tle for Alexandria took place at 
nearby El'Alameln. 

Founded by Alexander the Great 
near the village of Rhakotis in 332 
BCE. Alexandria developed Into a 
great centre of Hellenic culture un- 
der the rule of the Ptolemies. It Is 
filling, therefore, that one of the 
city's greatest poets, C. P. Cavafy, 
should have been a Greek. But It 1 b 
D urrell, a lesser talent, perhaps, 
who Is inextricably linked with 
Alexandria, for the literate of my 
generation at least. 

“Capitally, what Is thta city of 
ours?" asks Durrell In Justine. 
“What is resumed in the word Alex- 
andria? In a Rash my mind's eye 
shows me a thousand dust- 
tormented streets. Flies and 
beggars own It today — and those 
who enjoy an Intermediate ex- 
istence between either. 

"Five races, five languages, a 
dozen creeds: five fleets turning 
through their greasy reflections 
behind the harbour bar. But there 
are more than five sexes and only 
demotic Greek seems to distinguish 
among them. The sexual provender 
which lies to hand Is staggering In 
its variety and profusion." 

Just as you are about to dismiss ' 
this as the fevered outpouring of a 
poetic Imagination, a green Rolls 
insinuate^ Itself around a. narrow 
lane and you aan almost see Nesslro 
lounging in the back seal, on his 
Way to Melissa. A few minutes 
later, hi broad daylight, you watch 
a girl being picked up on the Car- 
niche, the long eapl&nade that 
follows the coastline. 

The revolution of 1BB2 no doubt 
dulled the spirit of the place; now, 
only the facades remain, But there 
must always have been a large ele- 
ment of bad taste in Alexandria’s ' 
excesses. The Montazah Palaoo, for' 
instance, with it's ornate architec- 
ture, must have seemed ridiculous 
even when it was first built. 

At night, tho city jumps a little, la . 
a little- jumpy — ,the fact that it's a 
pori and a holiday resort makes for 
a eerlaln style. 8omo maintain it’s 
more Mediterranean than Egyd- 
tian. For all anyone knqws Justine ■ 
Pursewarden. and Co. are alive aftd 1 
well; In Alex. And Pombal Is still •' 
sharing a flat with Darley oh the 
Rue- Nebi Daniel.;, though you’d 
nevar! guons : it from the pavement 
outside. . . ’• ' - 

One last quote: "Streets that run' ; 
back from the. docks with their 
thiterad rotten supercargo, of 
.Imuses, breathing lhto each others' 
mouths, keeling over... Shuttered 
balconies swarming wRhrtits, arid 

page twenty ' . : . . . ! 



Comlche Boulevard. (Below) Another central scene. (Rahamlm Israeli) 

Alexandria 


old women whose hair la full of the 
blood of ticks. Peeling walls leaning 
drunkcnly to east and west of their 
true centre of gravity. The black 
ribbon of flies attaching itsolf to the 
lips and eyes of the children — the 
moist beads of summer flies 
everywhere..," 

Durrell did not avoid Alexandria's 
ugly side. One of his great 
achievements, then, was that he 
created a glamorous world of In- 
trigue and romance while focusing 
largely on tho squalid. With all the 
skill of a master illusionist. 

Read him again. Or for the first 
time. But do It before you visit the 
city to see for yourself. 

WHAT TO SEE — the city Itself and 
the beaches (about 80 km. of them) 
are the main attractions. Jewish 
visitors will ask to be shown around 
the Great Synagogue. 

Pompey's Pillar, on a small rise off 
Sharia Bab Sidra (within walking 
distance of the central Liberty 
Square). The column with Its 
Corinthian capital Is 27 m. high; its 
diameter Is 2.70 m. at the base and 
2.30 m. at the top. It might have 
been erected ln S02 CE In honour of 
Diocletian, in gratitude for relief 
during the famine five years 


mm 


earlier. It is lncorreotly referred to 
as Pompey'8 Pillar because 
Pompey's grave was thought to be 
nearby. 

Catacombs of Koni el-Shukafa 
(Chogaga), Sharia El Nasrlya. 
These are the moat remarkable 
Raman tombs In Egypt, dating 
from the 1st and 2nd centuries CE. 
They are in a three-storey complex 
connocted by stairs and comprise a 
typically Alexandrian fusion of 
Egyptian. Roman and Greek styles. 
On tho stones sealing the tombs the 
names of the doceased were 
painted in red — some of these may 
still be seen. 

The Roman Amphitheatre (within 
walking distance of Pompey's 
Pillar) Is in almost perfeat condi- 
tion. It was discovered by workmen 
digging to lay the foundation of a 
new building. Christian symbols in- 
dicate that the amphitheatre, the 
fiifst from the Roman era to be 
found In Egypt, was still used after 
the Romans had left. It has 12 semi- 
circular stepped rows and Beats 800, 
Nearby Is the 

Graeco- Roman Museum (Sharia 
Chompolllon). The museum houses 
about 4,000 objects found In the 
Alexandria area. They date from o. 
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300 BCE to c. .100 CE and Include 
llmnstonc stntHP.H, tlw east of the 
Ft use t tu Strnu? wlik-h provided llio 
koy for the decipher inoiit of 
hieroglyphs i the nrlglnnl stone la in 
the British Museum), Jewellery, 
coins, papyrus fragments, reliefs, 
pninttngs, funerary items, an enor- 
mous alrilne nf Serupis, a .granite 
statue of the Apis bull. Greek and 
Latin Inscriptions. Christian and 
Coptic antiquities, a enlossa) head 
of Antony as Osiris, and so on. 

The ll.vilrnlilulogleid Museum Inenr 
Fort Kail Bey, at the end of Shnrln 
26 July) cwitniii.i an aquarium 
(about AO tanks uf fish, mm is. and 
sponges I . the 17 in. skeleton uf a 
whale, and models uf bouts. 

Fort Killl Bey nnd Huh El Tin 
l'nliiec. Alexandria was at first not 
much larger than the Inland of 
Pharos, which was linked to the 
mainland by a 1,300 in. causeway. 
Alexander the Great commissioned 
the architect Dclnncrates to build a 
new city opposite the Island: the 
quarter or Ras cl Tin is all that 
remains of the old city. The 
Lighthouse Df Pharos, which was 
one of the wonders of the ancient 
world, was destroyed by a tidal 
wave following an earthquake In 
the 14th century. (The great library 
of Alexandria, another wonder .of 
the ancient world, was destroyed by 
fire ln the 2nd century, j On the spot 
where the lighthouse stood a for- 
tress and mosque were built in the 
lBlh century by Sultan Knit Bey. 
There Is a museum in the fort. The 
Rux el Tin Palace Itself is opposite 
the docks. From the 19th century on 
this was the officinl resldonce of 
Egyptian kings In Alexandria. To- 
day the pnlace is a museum — the 
Gothic Room, Marble Room anj 
Throne Room are worth seeing. 

The Montazah Palace, on the bonch 
at the eastern end of the city, was 
built In 1892 by Khedive Abbas. It Is 
surrounded by 880 acres of parks 
and gardens. The main building is 
today a museum and casino; the 
women's quarters (Salnmlok) are 
now a hotel of that name. 

The Ellyahu Hanavl Synagogue or 
"Great Synagogue" la one of two 
still In use In Alexandria. It Is a 
grand. Impressive' place with 
vaulting arches and a lot of light, 
both natural and artificial, and 
must be one of the most beautiful In 
the world. The synagogue today has 
80 Tora scrolls of Impressive Orion- 
tal design; ll scrolls woro 
transferred to Britain In 1078. 

The community, which numbers 
about ISO, Is elderly like Cnlro's and 
dwindling. They can barely scrape 
a minyan for Shabbat services. 
There, are no /nrsAntf facilities and 
there is no havra haddlsha. Nor do 
they have a rabbi. 

Jews sottlod In Alexandria In the 
3rd century BOG, not long after tho 
city was founded. During tho 
Roman ora two of tho city's five 
qunrters woro inhabited by Jqwa. 
Their synagogue — the original 
"Great Synagogue" — was known 
for Its sizo and aplondour. 

Ip 38 BCE, during Caligula's 
reign, thore wore sorloQe anil- 
Jewish riots. In 60 CE, Inspired by 
the war in Palestlno, Alexandrine) ' 
Jbwb rebelled agajnat Rome, and 
80,000 of them wore killed. 

During the widespread Jewish 
rebellion against the Roman Em- 
pire In 118 - in CE, tho Groat 
Synagogue ln Alexandria was burn- 
ed down. 

The Grqek-speaklng Jews of 
Alexandria wore generally very 
much alive to the richness of the 
Hellenistic culture around them but 
Would not submit to pagan beliefs. 
Some of them attempted to exeats 
their owh synthesis of Greek- 
phtlosophy, claiming that Its 
. sources were Jewish. Philo of Alex- 
andria — a Jew — was acknowledg- 
ed as one of the greatest thinkers of 
his time. 

Arabic sources estimate that 
there were 40,000 Jews In Alexan- 
dria In 6*2. This figure ie considered, 
exaggerated. ' , 

. Benjamin of Tudela, who visited 
the. city c. 1170, spoke of 3<000 Jews. 
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••nviuKe auitflni 

■ I 2 !m.ini 7 i the Jewish populate 

''"■""••‘l »l«.»g with the geS 
lHqmli.tlr.il. Ill 1488 there were oniv 
2ft Jmvlnh families here. y 

During tho iHth century Jewish 
fl.Hhrr.non from Rosetta. Dam£! 
m,rt ^ " fru'med a Jewish quarter 
Mr'Hi tht; shore; it was razed by an 
•MU hq tin Ire. y ftn 

N.ipoli-nn Imposed fines on the 
Ji'ws mid nnl.'i rd their Eliyohu 
I Inna v I Synagogue destroyed. But 
£T‘' '""l l'r.vipcrlty came with 
Miilmimn.nl All in the lflthoontury 
A ir xn it. i rift ,,, r nln became a com- 
merc-iii 1 .■.■litre and Its Jo W | 8 h Co _ 
munlly .■Jtpiuuted and equalled in 
.il.:i- Hint <d Cairn. Among the rabbis 
thi*i-.- at tin- time* were descendants 
Uf the Israel family (my father's 
f» Hilly i (mm Rhodes. 

During World War I the com- 
munity. Influenced by Jabotinsky 
nml TrumpcMnr, formed Jewish 
1)11 tin 1 1.1 ns ll. fight alongside the 
Allies. 

In 10.17 there were 24,600 Jews in 
Alexandria; 10 years laler 31,128. 
After the 1056 Suez Campaign! 
m liny J ew.s were banished from the 
city and many more left on their 
uwn, c a i is lug the Alexandria 8 tock 
Exchange to close down. In I960 
there were 2.780 Jews here. There 
was another exodus after the IBM 
war. The last rabbi left in 1972. For 
those who remain, going to syn- 
agogue is "an experience in 
loneliness" for which they don't 
always have the strength. 

ACCOMMODATION can be dif- 
ficult to find and more expansive 
than in Cnlrn, especially during the 
summer months. The rates quoted 
below nrc approximate at best: the 
lower the grading the less chance 
there is nf having a private bath ins 
single room. 

***** Palestine. Montazah Palace. 
Enstorn end of town. Near the ex 
and Into King Farouk's palace. Tel. 
861687/861008. Double EL14.B0 - 
EL . 10 ; suite EL 09. 

•••• A1 Snlnmlek. Montazah 
Palace. Formerly the women's 
quarters of the palace. Tel. 
860233/8605 HD. Single EL 7.70; dou- 
ble EL 0.50: suite EL 17. 

Beau Rlvngo. 4'43 A1 Geiah Ave. On 
tho Corn 1c he. Tol. 62186. Single EL 
8.80; double EL 11; suite EL 28. 
***" Sun Stefano. A1 Geleh Ave. Tel. 
03580. Double EL 8 — EL 12; eulte 
EL 27 -- EL 48. 

***• Cecil. 18. Snad Zaghloul Sq. On 
the Cornicho. This la one of the 
olognnl oldlos. Excellent service. 
Slnglo EL 7.80: double EL 9 — EL 
10 : milln EL 21. 

••••Windsor Palnce. 17 AlBhuhada 
St. Tol. H08700, Another oldie on the 
Cornicho. Slnglo EL 4 — EL 7 — EL 
0.80. 

**•• Muumtmt Palace. Maamura 
Bench. Tol. 860401. Doublo EL 111 
aulto EL 22 . 

*** Sim Giovanni. 208 A1 Getah 
Avo. Tol. 40084. Double EL 9 -- EL 
0.80; Hu I Ic EL 14. Excellent 
rest aura nt, . 

*•* Manna. 88 A1 Golah Ave/ Tel, 
73038- Single EL fi.BO; double EL 
7.80; suite EL 12. . , , 

•••Metropolis. 52 Snad ZagWou) 
St. Tol. 21487. Slnglo EL 8.80; dou- 
ble EL 8 — EL 9. . . 

*• Swiss Cottage. 847 El Ge ** 1 
Ave. (Glyn). Tol. 628B8. Double El. 
2 — EL 4. 

•• Cleopatra. 173 A1 Geleh Ave- 
Tel. *8058, .Double EL 4. 

••Lorn. 25 Talaat Harb St. TBi. 
808000. Slnglo from about EL l w 
EL 2.05; double EL 2-55 - EL 8.40. 

•* Borg El-Thflgr. Safia Zag^oul 
St. TeJ. 24509. Single EL 8.70; dou 
bio EL S. i _ . l 

*• Champs Elya 6 es. «0 Al G«Jh 
Ave.' (Laurans). Tel. 68189- Double 
EL 1.75 — El 4.80. „ . or 

•* Abu Keir. 30 A1 Ka'ed Dauber 
St. Double, EL 2.80 — S.M. • . 

*• Isis. Isis St. Near J 

railway station. Tel. 22080 . Singj 
BL 2.25: double EL 2.25 - BD 8 -S“- 
** Admiral Amin Fikry-Raml 
Sq. Tel. 32888. Double EL 8 - * 
5.50; suite EL 9.26 — EL • 

• * Villa Nana. 858 Al Gel ish w • 
(Sldi Bishr). Tel. 60527. Double B 
2 — EL 2.50. . . 

* Arinltage 336 Geish Ave. Te^ 
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60287. Double EL 3.30 - EL 3 86. 

* Ilvdc park 21 Amla Flkry St. 
Ramlo Sq. Tel. 38600. Single about 
ELI "double BL 1.87 - EL 2.97. 

* Allonm. Amin "kry St. - 
Ramie Sq. Tel. 31916. Double bL 
i 35 — EL 3.30 

.Piccadilly, ll Al Hourreya Ave. 
Tel. 34802. Single EL 1.80: double 
Bj! 2,40 " BL 3. 

* Philip- 230 28 July St. ( Azarlta). 
Tel. 29620 . Single about EL l ; dou- 
ble EL 2.30 — EL 4.40. 

it Darwlche. 90 Al Gotsli Ave. Tel. 
74840. Single El 1.70; double El 
3 70 — El 3.80. 

* Capri. 22 Al Mina Ashargtn. — 
Ramlo Sq- Tol. S09310. Double EL 
1.85 — EL 2.45. 

RESTAURANTS 

The hotels have restaurants, 
most of them good. The San Giovan- 
ni is reputed to have one of the best 
restaurants In town. 

Seafood is a speciality ln Alexan- 
dria. Tho meat in the better es- 
tablishments is excellent, much 
better than anything you'll find in 
Israel. Many of the restaurants are 
run by Greeks or people with Greek 
names. Prices are about the same 
as lit Cairo. . , . . 

Far those who are reluctant to 
trust their eyes and noses as they 
walk along, here are a few 


When planning your 
individual trip 
to Egypt 
consult the 

EXPERTS 

* 

We Know All About Itl 

REJWAN'S 
TRAVEL SERVICE 

Tel. 02-222748 
228672 
226884 

Generali Building. Jerusalem 


Carta's Jerusalem 
Guide and Map 



Two companion volumes, In 
separato compartments of a 
convenient plastic wallet. 

Carta's Guide: A concise, Il- 
lustrated handbook at 
'Jerusalem and surroundings, 
with, area maps and plans, and 
covering Jerusalem's historic 
and modern sites. 

Carta's Map: Large fold-out 
maps of the entire city and the 
city centre. 

Both the Guide and the Map are 
extensively indexed. 

Bargain price to readers of 
POST only ILU*. for the two 
duel. VAT). 

To: The Jerusalem Post 
P.O.B. 81 , Jerusalem 
Please send me .... copy/oopleB 
of Carta's Jerusalem Guide and 
Map at ILL 44. 1 enclose a cheque 
for IL... ' 








Montazah Palace, Alexandria • 


(Rahamlm Israeli) 


The Promised Land 
will keep you smiling 

Wc do not recommend trying to save money on a tour to 
Egypt, where there is inevitably some small surprise, 
however meticulously the trip is planned. That is why we 
recommend a package that combines the luxurious 
Holiday Inn in Cairo with a Nile Cruise between Aswan 
and Luxor, where accommodation is always at a premium, 
aboard the Karnak. The operator is the reputable British 
firm of Union Lloyd Ltd., which has established itself as 
a leading specialist on travel to Egypt. 

Packages are available all year long for a duration of 9 or 
1 1 days. 

Commencing Prices arc: . . 

UK E 384 in 3 berth cabin and Air Fare Tlv- Cairo- ttv 

S 170.00 

You can safely rely on The Promised Land Ltd. 
with offices in Jerusalem, 10 Hillel St., 

Tel. 02-227040. 228311. Tlx. 25392 
Tel Aviv. 5 Shalom Alechcim St.. 

Tel. 03-650951. Tlx. 33306 iff* - 

Rishon Lezion. 34 Tannav St.. 

Tel. 03-992026 
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Address— 


SERVING THE 
JERUSALEM COMMUNITY 
FOR 102 YEARS 


Hotel ★ Sports Facilities 

Y.M.C.A. 

p.ojiox 294 ^ Cultural Center 

Jerusalem, Israel 
Telephone 227 lit 1 


suggestions. 

Around Ramie Bquare you have 
Athlneon (also a night club; Tel. 
28131); Oinar El Khayyam (Orien- 
tal specialities; Tel. 37600); 
Mohammed Ahmed (ful and 
taamla, 17 Shakor St.j; Tavernn 
(Tel. 28189); and Denis (fish. Tel. 
30257). , 

Among other recommended es- 
tablishments are Al Ekhlass (49 
Safia Zaghloul St. Tel. 23571) ; 
Astoria (Italian food; 40 Safia 
Zaghloul St. Tel. 22293): El 8hark 
(El Boursa El Kadima St., Tel. 
808008); Pastroudls (also a night 
club. 39 el Horreya St.); Santa 
Lucia (also a night club, 40 Safia 
Zaghloul St., Tel. 20332); and San 
Giovanni, in the hotel of the same 
name, aa we said (see "Accom- 
modation" section for address). 

NIGHT CLUBS 

Santa Lucia (see above for ad- 
dreas). • 

Crazy Horae (see Athlneos 
restaurant.) 

Calvados (in Admiral Hotel). 
Angelo, Ramie Sq., Tel. 38174. 

Cote d’Azur, Sab Pasha Beach, Tel. 
48081. . t , 

Miramar, 284 28 July Ave., Tel. 

23871 - . „ m , 
Monaelgneur, 18 Zaghloul Sq., Tel. 

21460. 


■Monte Carlo, Al Geish Ave. Chatby. 
Tel. 78018. 4 . 

There Is a casino In the Montazan 
Palace and at the Cecil Hotel. 

USEFUL ADDRESSES 
Government Tourist Information 
Offices: Saad Zaghloul Sq. Tel. 
805571 

Alexandria Port Tel. 807985 
Tourist Police Tel. 807811 Regional 
Committee for Tourism 19 Moral 
Badr St. Tel. 3S837 

Alexandria Gove morale Horreya 
Rond Teh 238 J2 

Regional Passport Office 28 
Talaat Harb St. Tel. 808090 

Police Tel. 122 

Ambulance Te . 123 

Fire Brigade Te ‘J 8 , 0 

University Hospital, Chatby, Tel. 
26952 

Italian Hospital. Hadra. Tel. 21459 

SITES NEAR ALEXANDRIA 
Agaml, a much-frequented beach 
area 12 km. west of the centre. 
Rosetta, 72 km. east of Alexandria. 
This is where the Rosetta Stone was 
found : there are beautiful Islamic- 
style homes here. 

Marsa M&truh, about 200 km. west 
of Alexandria. Seaside resort. 
Accessible by road, rail and air. 

El Alameln (aee "Tours Northwest 
from Cairo"). £3 

© 1980 Alee Israel. 


to ALL JERUSALEM POST READERS 


WIN A FREE 
V.I.P./ENIECO 
HOLIDAY IN EGYPT 


Here's a special FREE bonus for all Jerusalem Post readers. 
Complete and send us the coupon below and you could win a 
FREE five day holiday In Egypt (including transportation) 
compliments of V.I.P. Travel of 130 Hayarkon Street, Tel 
Aviv and 3 Ben Sira St., Jerusalem and Emaco Tours of 
Egypt. 

You're a Jerusalam Post reader? Then just sflnd us the 
coupon below and your name will be entered In the draw. All 
coupons must be In our hands by Sunday June 22. Only en- 
tries on this coupon will ba accepted. The winner will be 
selected at random by computer. No staff members of The 
Post or their immediate family may participate. 

The full name and address of the winner will be published In 

The Post on June 27. 


TITS JKROSA.LEI4 

POST 


P.O.B. 81 , Jerusalem. 


| AM A READER OF THE JERUSALEM 
POST, PLEASE ENTER MY NAME IN THE 
V.l.P./EMECO HOLIDAY IN EGYPT DRAW. 


NAME. 


ADDRESS. 
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Marble md Mosaics 

The Post's HAIM SHAPIRO outlines 
holiday possibilities for Egyptians in Israel. 


1 


SITES SACRED to Islam and 
Christianity, a mystery known as 
the kibbutz and a now land to bo dis- 
covered just a short distance from 
home: This is what awaits the 
Egyptian tourist In Israel. 

Renowned for Its beauty, the. 
Dome of the Rock, popularly known 
as the Mosque of Omar, will be the 
highlight of a visit by any devout 
Moslem. The structure, which oc- 
cupied the centre of the area on 
which stood the Jewish Temple, 
2,000 years ago, was built by the 
Caliph Abd al-Malek BO years after 
the Arab conquest of Jerusalem in 
638C.fi]. 

Faced with marble and mosaics, 
it la. according to Moslem tradition, 
the place from which Mohammed 
ascended to heaven. Also In the ' 
masque is a box said to hold a few 
hairs from the beard of the 
Prophet. 

Within the same compound, east 
of the Dome of the Rock, is the Aksa 
Mosque. It was here, that President 
Sadat prayed during his historic 
visit to Jerusalem.' To thq west of 
the Temple. Mount is the Western 
Wall, venerated by Jews as the last 
remnant of the Temple. ! 

Only a short walk away, in the 
Christian Quarter of the Old City, Is 
the. Church of the Holy Sepulchre, 
the traditional, site of the gruoiflx- 
, Ion and burial of Jesus, The church 
Is Jointly held by the various Chris- 


tian sects, with a Coptic ohnpcl to 
tho rear of tho burial ohapol itsolf. 

In the western — now — olty of 
Jerusnlom is the Knesset, Israel’s 
parliament, whoro Sadat nddrosaod 
tho Israeli people. In tho foyor is a 
tapestry by tho Prana h- Jewish ar- 
tist; Marc Chagall, To visit the 
Knesset, the tourist should havo his 
passport with him. 

Those who wleh to. linger in 
Jerusalem will soon oomo to ap- 
preciate tile shady streets and stone 
buildings, the mixture of Jewish 
and Arab, East and West, and the 
calm quiot that political unrest has 
not shattorad. Two largo museums 
grape the city, the new and Im- 
posing Israel Museum, with major 
exhibits of art, archaeology and 
folklore, and the more traditional 
Rockefeller Museum, with another 
niajor Collection of Holy Land an- 
tiquities. 

BUT MANY WILL quickly ex- 
change the quiet of Jerusalem for 
the hustle and bustle of Tel Aviv, 
Israel’s largest city and the 
economic centre of the oountry. 
Pounded in 1909 as a suburb of near- 
by Jaffa, Tel Aviv has since engulf- 
ed its older neighbour. Built on the 
shores of the Mediterranean, which 
la lined, for the most part, with lm- 
.posing hotels, it has an air of casual 
informality; 4 

...Shoppers will find prices , highi 
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when compnrod to Cairo, but 
muriornlo in comparison with tnow 
of Pnrls or London. Musts w 
bargain hunters, especially *?r 
those looking for clothing) ar° 
Shalom and Hamashblr depart - 
men l stores, as woll as tho Ata 
chain stores. Tho more adven- 
turous will tako a look at the smaa 
boutiques on Rohov Ibn Qvlrol, tne 
city's latost centro of fashion. 

This street and Rchov DUengoi . 
which is parallel to It, are alaoWPj 
od for their outdoor carta, oooupwn 
from early In the day until the J 
hours of tho night. Hare, for t 
price of a coffee or a bottle of » .« 
the tourist can sit back and watc 
cross- section of Israeli sool y 
parade past him in a never-enaiiiB 

Others will appreciate the resort 
towns of Hersliya and Netany*. 
with their wide white beacee. 
elegant hotels and many 
restaurants. Those seeking R J 
ly holiday may profer th8 |}“: m ali 
resort town of Naharlya, with B . 
hotels and pensions in a M 

setting, with horse-drawn carrtMJ 

plodding up and down tree* 
flower-banked, streets. 

BUT IT IS the kibbut^. *; 
phenomenon unique to * Br *®*' 0 f 
will attract a large number » 
Egyptians. These colled”* 
settlements, sca ttered throng 
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the country, are baBed on the prin- I 
cl P ,e that property is to be shared 
communally, and everything on the 
kibbutz belongs to all the members. | 

^ ’ Men and women work in Industry 

*■ ". y and agriculture, receiving their 

*” food and clothing and a small 
•' _ “ amount of money for extra ex- 

H.w’f.-V’V V' pen se s, from the kibbutz. In some 

kibbutzim, the children live 
’Xl% I’}''*, separately from their parents In 

fixsi: f j .. ... ■ H p ec i a i children's houses, and In 
most of them the meals are eaten 

1 ‘ * a a together In a large dining room. 

• * 1 visitors are of ton surprised that 

*’K* , ^5 despite the communal nature of the 

1 M kibbutz, members live In relative 

comfort. Many of the commercial 
r tours of the country include a visit 

.. A ' a to a kibbutz, but for visitors who 
' want to see one at closer range, 

i^h r^V P -; •t'T ■ , • many of the kibbutzim run guest 
h bouses, with all the comforts of a 
good hotel. Since the kibbutz guest 
houses are usually in the most 
beautiful parts of the country, the 
jjf" visitor can combine fact-finding 

with the relaxation of a holiday. 

Pi _ [gsMl Hj For those with more specific ln- 
1 1J teresta, students or those concerned 

2 with specific areas of technology or 

agriculture, it would be well to con- 
■HHHlMBwMi suit a travel agent before leaving, 

% r (39 In order to arrange meeting with 
Israelis In their field. The more 
it* general tourist, on the other hand, 

should have no trouble meeting an 
^fanagglgl i BrR ell. A visit to the Government 
Tourist Office In any of the major 
cities will put the visitor In touch 
with a special volunteer 
« programme in which Israelis Invite 
!9 hS9H^h 9 tourists to spend an evening In their 
f|1 homes. For the tourist from Egypt 
In particular, there Bhould be little 
difficulty In finding Israelis anxious 
to meet and entertain them. 

THOSE WHO WANT to spend an 
• evening on their own might like to 
fry Israel's version of Middle 
1 Eastern food. Among the beBt 
■ places with this type of cuisine are 
the many restaurants of every 
i price range In Tel Aviv’s Yemenite 
quarter, Korem Hatomanlm, Here 
jews who oame to Israel from 
Yemen serve the local varieties of 

I houmus, felafel (matamlya) , stuff- 
ed vegetables (malishi) and roast 

™A more cosmopolitan selection of 
restaurants and night clubs may be 
found in the "Little Tel AvlV area 
in the north of the city, in the vicini- 
ty of Rahov Yirmlyahu. The more 
sophisticated land more expen- 
sive » night clubs are to be found in 
Old Jaffa. Rehov Hayarkon, near 
Rehov Allenby. is also a centre of 

night life. . . 

Meanwhile, the main problem 
facing Egyptians wishing to visit 
Israel is the fact that they are ad- 
vised to acquire a second passport, 
a long and costly procedure, so as 
not to be caught in another Arab 
atatc with an Israeli stamp In their 
passports. So far Israel has refused 
to stamp vIbbs for Egyptians on a 
separate slip of paper. 

For those who do overcome tins 
difficulty. VIP Travel, a pioneer in 
tourism between the two countries, 
is offering a five-day. four-night 
package tour, Including hotel and 
breakfast, but not the flight, for 

SIBO. A similar four-day, three- 

night tour costa $170. Both are 
available at Emeco, VIP’s sister 
agency in Egypt. For groups with 
special interests the oompany Is 
ready to arrange special visits and 

m Some B EgyptianB will no doubtbe 

interested in utilizing the medical 
facilities available in Israel, and in 
particular the hot baths at the Dead 
Sea and in Tiberias. Whether they 

Egyptian ^ouHstHriu' niurally be 

eveS and 1 quSn^d-answer 


DESERT INN HOTEL 


ZOHAR 
HOTEL — 
f The family hotel, 
excellent kitchen, 
air conditioning, 
holidays for all tastes 
and budgetsl 
Tel. i057) 77335 

ZOHAR HOTEL 


THE DESERT INN — Exclusive, 
4-Star hotel: 2 swimming pools. 

3 tennis courts, air conditioning 
— the holiday you've always / 
dreamed of! / 

Tel. (057) 74931/6. / 


BEERSHEBA - the capital of the Nagsv. mid-way from Cclro to Tel Aviv. 


ATLAS & CO 

49 Rehov Tchlenov, Tel Aviv 
Telephone 03-827890 


jiuiia. Church (n Jerusalem. (Below) Haifa street-scene. (Rublnger) 


Sole distributor of Egyptian 
newspapers in Israel 
and 

Sole supplier of Israeli 
newspapers to Egypt 


HOW TO GET THE MOST 
OUT OF YOUR VACATION? 


sessions on Israel, organized by the 
Government Tourist Offices. 

In an effort to make Egyptians 
more aware of the holiday 
possibilities available ^ I* raBl ' 
VIP is printing a special brochure 
for distribution in Egypt. On June 
25. the company is -OWUng * 
seminar for travel agents ta Cairo, 
to inform them of travel 
possibilities .In Israel. u 


Drive carefully. You will enjoy ft more 
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